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Airshow Oklahoma to Launch Stellar
Performer Lineup

MUSKOGEE - After
producing 10 airshows,
logic might tell you that
Airshow Oklahomaofficials
could not possibly come up
with abrand new performer
lineup, let alone outdo any-
thing that's been donein the
past. Not possible, right?
Wrong.

From the First Lady of
Aviation to an all-out, "no
guts, no glory" aerial dog-
fight, to a jetcar that pro-
duces 7,300 pounds of thrust
with a 40-foot flame, to a
military static display thatis
considered the best in the
business - the performer
lineup for Airshow Okla-
homa 2000 isin place.

The 2-day event is
scheduled for September 23-

24 at Muskogee's Davis
Field. Proceeds from
Airshow Oklahoma benefit
the Bacone College Schol-
arship Fund. The Septem-
ber dates are new to
Airshow Oklahoma. Usually
held in October, this year's
show was moved up three
weeks to fall within the
military'sfiscal year closure
of September 30.

Changing the dates has
paid off in a big way for
Airshow Oklahoma 2000,
according to 90th Troop
Command of the Oklahoma
Army National Guard Major
Joe Bob Hicks, who saysthis
show promisesto have more
military aircraft than at any
other in the country.

"Wewill set anew stan-

Patty Wagstaff in her BF Goodrich Extra 300S, doing
what she does best!

dard for the country with our
military demonstration at
Airshow Oklahoma," Hicks
said. "Spectatorswill seea
show like they haven't seen
before."

"We will have a bigger
military presencethan we've
ever had in Muskogee, and
part of that reason is the
military has heard good
things about Airshow Okla-
homa and they want to par-
ticipate," the major added.
"Themilitary ranksairshows
and how well they are wel-
comed to the community.
Airshow Oklahoma ranks
very high."

Hicks also coordinates
thefinaleto Airshow Okla-
homa 2000 - the Guardian's
of Freedom military demon-
stration with pyrotechnics.
Last year's show ended with
the sametypeof military dis-
play with pyrotechnics, but
Hicks says Muskogee hasn't
seen anything yet until they
seethisyear's show finales.

"Thiswill beashow like
we'venever had with afinale
likewevenever had," Hicks
said.

The Guardian's of Free-
dom will close each day's
show, taking to the skies
around 3:40 pm and lasting
afull 45 minutes. Pyrotech-
nics have also been added to
several other performer acts
during the September 23-24
airshow.

Besides a staunch mili-
tary lineup, Airshow Okla-
homa also has several
topnotch civilian acts ready
to fly over the Davis Field
skies in September, includ-
ing First Lady of Aviation -
Patty Wagstaff.

A six-time member of
the US Aerobatics Team,
Wagstaff has won the gold,
silver and bronze medalsin

Olympic-level international
aerobatics competition. She
isthefirst womantowinthe
prestigious title of US Na-
tional Aerobatics Champion
and one of the few towin it
three times.

For Airshow Oklahoma
2000, Wagstaff will be fly-
ing the German built BF
Goodrich Aerospace Extra
300S. Known for her
smooth, aggressive style of
flying and for her thrilling
and preci se aerobatics dem-
onstrations, Wagstaff puts
the Extra 300S through its
paces - performing knife
edge spins, lomcevaks,
torque rolls, and precision
maneuvers, including anin-
verted ribbon cut at 22 feet
upside down above the

ground.

Airshow Oklahoma
crowds will witness an all-
out "no guts, no glory" aerial
dogfight as two fighter pi-
lots battle for supremacy of
the skies. Air Combat
Canadawill perform ahigh-
energy air combat demon-
stration in world-class com-
petition aircraft complete
with spine-tingling aerobat-
ics, gunfire sounds, cockpit-
to-cockpit-to-announcer
commentary, and tons of
smoke.

Air Combat Canadaisa
privately owned corporation
operated by its primary pi-
lots and business partners,
and located at the Niagara

continued on p. 4.

Patty Wagstaff in person- charming, positive, and very
talented.



From Mike...

From Barbara...

Like all pilots| suspect, certain of
my flying experiences have remained
memorable, one category of whichin-
cludesthoseinwhich | wastruly fright-
ened. Inmy thirty-plusyearsof flying,
only threeflightsfall into that category.
In each of the three cases, deteriorat-
ing weather was a big factor.

Every time | travel in the vicinity
of Morrilton, AR, alittletown between
Russellville and Conway, | am re-
minded of one of them. During our
recent moving trip from Atlanta, we
happenedto arriveat Morrilton around
lunchtime so we stopped at aPizzaHut
just off of the interstate. As we got
out of the car, | caught sight of the
Arkansas River south of town and the
flat-topped forested ridges beyond and
was "transmogrified” back to Decem-
ber, 1978.

A guy in Tulsahad hired meto fly
his 90-hp Piper Cub from Tulsato the
homeof itsnew owner in Lake Charles,
LA. It wasto be an easy one-day trip
down with a flight from Monroe, LA
and back to Tulsa on the airlines the
next day. A good quick buck for a
weekend of flying.

On the departure morning, the
weather looked pretty good- 300" over-
cast withgood visibility and apredicted
high temperature of about 45 degrees.
Since the Cub did not have a cabin
heater, | dressed warmly in insulated
coverallsand my Why-Yes-I'm-a-Pilot
leather jacket and flying helmet.

My plan was to fly direct to Ft.
Smith, follow [-40 around to Little
Rock, then angle south-southeast into
Louisiana. | got an early start just af-
ter sunup and, although I'd never be-
fore flown a Cub, flew an uneventful
leg into Ft. Smith.

While on the ground there, | made
three "teeny little errors’ which were
to affect the next leg tremendously.
First, according to my calculations, |
had plenty of fuel to get to the next
planned stop (Russdllville), so | elected
not to top off the tank.

Second, after looking at the sec-
tional chart, | noticed that 1-40 swings
alittle north before heading back south-
east toward Little Rock. I've aways
had this*thing” about having to go one
direction when | really wanted to go
another. So, | decided that a more di-
rect route to Little Rock would be to
follow State Highway 10 southeast
from Ft. Smith and stop at Petit Jean
Airport near Morrilton.

So, after hand-propping the Cub, |
jumped in and took off, thus making
my third teeny error: | neglected to
check theoil.

They say safeflying isabout keep-
ing your options open and | was about
to discover how quickly they can close.
As | departed Ft. Smith, the weather
was still good but the ceiling had
dropped alittle. But the further east |
went, the more it dropped. No prob-
lem, | thought, I'm following a road
anyway, | can scud run if necessary.
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However, about three-fourths of
theway to Petit Jean | discovered sev-
era disguieting "factoids’ just about Si-
multaneously. First, | realized that
Highway 10 lies in a valley between
two lines of ridges with peaks about a
thousand feet above the road. The
occasion of thisrealization wasthat the
ceiling had dropped to bel ow the peaks.
And, a the sametime, thevisibility was
also dropping.

Along in there somewhere, | also
realized that theol' Cub wasusing more
gasthan | had expected and | was get-
ting a little concerned about making
Petit Jean. However, | had passed no
airports on Highway 10, so the only
way to go was forward.

About ten miles from Petit Jean,
amid ceilings of 500-600 feet and vis-
ibility less than a mile, the most star-
tling revelation occurred; | caught a
glimpse of an oil pressure fluctuation
on the gauge. Sure enough, as |
watched, the needle fluctuated from
normal to near zero: | wasrunning out
of oil! Thinking quickly, | asked my-
self wherel would locatethe oil pickup
tube on an engine design. Reasoning
that 1'd want to assure good oil pres-
sure in aclimb, | raised the nose, re-
tarded the throttle a little to keep out
of the clouds, and glued my eyes on
theoil pressuregauge. Glory be, it sta-
bilized!

“Okay, gentlemen, we're living!”
(one of my favorite linesfrom * Crim-
sonTide"). Whiletrying to stay out of
the cloudsand maintain airspeed, | took
anervous|ook at the sectional for air-
port data, and there wasthefinal blow:
Petit Jean Airport hasafield elevation
800 feet above the valley floor. The
airport was in the clouds! Aw, man!!

All my options were gone, except
oneand | took theit. For thefirsttime
inmy flying career, | selected afarmer's
field, made acouple of passesto check
for cows, ditches, and fences, lined up
on final, and put the ol" Cub down.

Rolling to an uneventful stop, | shut
off the mag switch and got religion on
the spot, thanking God and promising
never to be stupid again.

Up to that point in the flight, I'll
have to say that | wasn't really afraid.
Maybe apprehensive, maybe nervous,
maybe puckered, but not really scared.
That wasto come later. But, alasdear
readers, | am out of space for this
month. Canyou wait until next month
for the "rest of the story"?

Hello to dl our Oklahoma Aviator
friends once again! Boy, has this last
month beenan experienceinchange! I'm
an Okiefor thefirst time- and loving it -
and Michadl isfeding "a home" for the
firg timeinyears. 1'dliketo share some
of our experiences this month, and talk
about our new vision for the newspaper.

On July 2nd, Michadl and I, accom-
panied by my parents, left Atlantain my
HondaOdyssey, packedtothehilt, andin
hisChevy pickupwhichpulled our 6x 12
doragetraler. Theconvoy helddl thatis
left of our persond possessions. After
sdlingand givingaway amost everything
weowned, it wasalight move, consider-
ing - and the freedom has opened up a
whole new vista of possibilities. We
stopped overnight in Memphis, and ar-
rivedin Cooksonlateonthe3rd. Wehave
stayed busy reconditioning our 29 foot
5th-whed trailer, making it cozy for liv-
ingandtravel. Michad indalled new car-
pet and vinyl tiles, | sewed new curtains,
and the upholgtery is being redone pro-
fessondly. We aredmost finished with
our temporary living quarters. However,
due to a chdlenge with the rura water
didrictin Cookson, weareddayedin Sart-
ingour building process, and havedecided
to take advantage of the time in an un-
usua way.

Which brings me to the point: the
OklahomaAviator is going on the road!
THE OKLAHOMA AVIATOR ROAD
TRIP2000! Duringthenext few months,
we planto attend asmany aviation events
and vist asmany of Oklahomasairports
as posshle. We want to meet you face-
to-face, find out what you are dreaming
about, what you loveabout aviation, what
hasmadeyour aviation busnessessuccess-
ful, and what your aviation plans are for
the future. And even more importantly,
how The OklahomaAviator canhelpyou
reech your god sand strengthenyour bus-
nesses If youd like usto come to your
arport, aviation business, or visit you per-
sondly, giveusacdl (seenew cell phone
numbers below). We can't wait to get
started!

We want this newspaper to be THE
ONEPLACEyoudl turntofind out about
anythingthatisgoingoninaviationinthe
gtate of Oklahomaand beyond! Whether
you have astory to tell, a product to ad-
vertise, an event to publicize, or a new
aviaionrecord or god toreach - wewant
you to discuss it with the state through
thisnewspaper.

If you represent an aviation group or
agency whowould liketo useour monthly
format to publishyour group'snewd etter

or newdetter items to keep your mem-
bership up-to-date between your regular
newdetter printing schedule, giveusacal,
and wewill work out the details. Wein-
viteyou to contribute to the spirit of gen-
erd aviaion communicetion in our State
by sharing your group's news with al of
us.

A word about our advertisers. We
would like to suggest, strongly, that you
contact our advertisersand usetheir prod-
ucts or services. For example, Theresa
Coleman with C & L Custom Embroi-
dery, did awonderful job on our promo-
tiona OklahomaAviator wear, including
work shirts, T-shirts, cgps, andvisors. She
hasthelatest, computerized machinery and
candosmadl or largeordersfor your group
or club for a better price than her com-
petitors because she works out of her
homeand haslow overhead. If you have
any promotiona embroidery needs, we
suggest that you check out Theresas
website. Wedid, and were pleased!

Whether youarefund-raisng, search-
ing for agood aviation business, looking
for funfly-ins, learning to fly anew kind
of arplane, or amply interested in what
goes on, you need to buy a subscription
of thisnewspaper and useit every month.
Advertisewith us, and thousands of your
own neighbors will read your ad! Our
god isto see how much good we can fa
cilitate through this newspaper, and we
areopentolistening to your thoughtsand
ideas about how we can meet that goal.

You can now reach us a new cell
phonenumbers. Cal Michad at (918)527-
0429 and Barbaraat (918)527-0430. Our
email address remains the same at
ok_aviaor@mindspring.com.

Many Blessingstoyoual!

THE OKLAHOMA AVIATOR
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monthly. All rightsreserved. Bulk
Mail postage is paid at Stone
Mountain, Georgia. Subscription
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along with other remittances and
correspondence to:
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Up With Downs

Earl Downs

This-N-That

A while back | had someirrev-
erent fun with a column | titled
"TheAviation Answer Guy." Let's
just say that | was alittle less than
on the "up-and-up" with my an-
swersto questions. Of course, with
anamelike"Downs," being on the
up-and-up would be a little out of
character. In this column | will put
my instructor hat back on and talk
about some real situations.

As | travel around the country
teaching pilot seminars and in-
structor refresher clinics| get alot
of questions about various subjects
and | also encounter some misun-
derstandings. I'll touch on afew of
these things which are not related
to each other. That'swhy | call this
article, This-N-That.

Did you know that because of
arelatively recent change to regu-

lations, you can get any pilot cer-
tificate from a Student Pilot to an
Airline Transport Pilot (ATP) with
only athird class medical certifi-
cate? The medical certificate that
you must hold depends on the pi-
lot privileges you are exercising
and not on the pilot certificate you
actually have. Let's take a look at
some examples of how this works.

When | say "exercising,” that
means you are performing a func-
tion that requires you to have a
particular certificate. For instance,
if an airline captain is flying the
line, he or sheis required to have
an ATP. An aerial applicator
(cropduster) must have a commer-
cial certificate when being paid to
kill bugs. The ATP must have a
current first class medical and the
commercial pilot must have a cur-
rent second class medical when
they are on the job. In this case,
the first class is good for 6 calen-
dar months and the second classis
good for 12 calendar months

On the other hand, if ATP or
Commercial pilots are only exer-
cising the privileges of a private
pilot, all they need is athird class
medical. Thefirst and second class
medicals revert to third class if
they are only acting as private pi-
lots. If ATP or commercial pilots
let their medicals go beyond the 6
or 12 months, their pilot privileges
are simply reduced a notch. Re-
member a third class medical is
good for 24 or 36 months depend-
ing on whether you are over or
under 40 years old at the time of
the examination.

| hold an ATP certificate but
don't use it. So, | only get a sec-
ond class medical. That means my

ATP can only be used for commer-
cial privileges. | dothat simply be-
cause it costs me less money.

What constitutes acommercial
operator? | ran across a couple of
private pilots recently that should
have asked that question. | was
teaching a commercial pilot semi-
nar (private pilots going for the
commercial) when two of the at-
tendees explained how they were
building flying time. One wasfly-
ing skydivers on the weekend. He
was not being paid for it but was
doing it for the flying time. The
other had struck a deal with an op-
erator who had a contract to fly
cancelled checks to a clearing-
house. This pilot was not receiv-
ing any pay either, but was build-
ing alot of night hoursin a Cessna
210.

Both pilots were in flagrant
violation of the FARs because both
the skydiving operation and the
check-flying service were taking
money for their services. If any-
one pays money for a flying ser-
vice, the pilot in command MUST
be a commercial pilot even if the
pilot receives no pay.

The fact is, both of these pri-
vate pilots were being put in peril
of losing their pilot certificates so
those unscrupulous commercial
operators could make a few extra
bucks.

There is one exception to the
commercial operation rule. A
charitable organization may accept
donations for aflight and use a pri-
vate pilot to fly the plane.

Another question | have been
asked by private pilotsiswhen and
if they can log second-in-command
pilot time (co-pilot). Let's say two

private pilots go on a cross-coun-
try flight and share the duties of
flying and navigating. Can one pi-
lot be pilot-in-command and the
other one co-pilot? The answer is,
"probably not." You can only log
co-pilot time if the airplane re-
quires a co-pilot or if the type of
flight operation requires one.

For example: A Falcon 50 busi-
ness jet is required to have two
pilots. A Beech Bonanza is not.
But, if the Bonanzais used in cer-
tain types of air-taxi flying, a co-
pilot could berequired. Thisisan
example of where the "operation”
required a co-pilot, not the air-
plane. The two private pilots on
the cross-country can share log-
ging pilot-in-command time and
it's up to the pilots to decide who
gets how much time.

Compared to reading, inter-
preting, and understanding our fly-
ing regulations, flying the airplane
is pretty easy. A while back |
picked up abook by Dave English
titled " Slipping the Surly Bonds."
It'sfilled with awonderful collec-
tion of quotations. He quotes Bill
Bryson, author of the book
"Mother Tongue: The English Lan-
guage.” Bryson writes, "Any lan-
guage where the unassuming word
‘fly’ signifies an annoying insect,
a means of travel, and a critical
part of a gentlemen's apparel is
clearly asking to be mangled."

If you need something "un-
mangled” give me a shout at
earldowns@hotmail.com.

[Editors Note: In addition to
his books, Dave English has a
great aviation quotes website at
http://www. skygod.com.]

Qeck R Ti s

Bv Nan Gavlord

The Simulated
Emergency
Approach and
Landing

The simulated emergency ap-
proach and landing is a required
task on most practical exams. This
is still one of the most frequently

missed items on practical exams,
often requiring us to give a "pink
dlip."

Some common errors are:

(1) attempting to land down-
wind,

(2) losing altitude before estab-
lishing the optimum glide airspeed,

(3) picking afield too far away,
and

(4) failureto consider the wind
direction and speed.

We see these same errors oc-
curring at all levels, from the Pri-
vate Pilot Applicant through the
Initial CFl applicant. Since this
task involves the very safety of pi-
lot and passengers, it should be
learned well from the beginning.

Asaninstructor, | used to teach
the “ABCD” memory jogger as a
quick mental checklist for pilotsto
run through.

A = Airspeed. Obtain Opti-
mum Glide Airspeed without |oos-
ing even onefoot of altitude. Time
as quickly as possibleto free hands
to do other tasks.

B = Best Field. Consider and
verbalize wind direction and there-
fore landing direction. Be sureto

check the altitude at which you are
starting.

C = Cockpit Checks. Use a
flow pattern, restart procedures, or
printed checklist (preferably as a
"check" list, not a"do" list).

D = Dialogue. Thisis what I
call Talk and Squawk (121.5 and
7700).

These tasks are in order of pri-
ority for a very important reason.
Depending on the altitude at which
you lose the engine, you may have
the time to accomplish all four
tasks or only one or two. Keeping
them in the correct sequence is vi-
tally important.

Many applicants will attempt to
combinetasks A and B and trim for
the optimum glide airspeed while
in a descent losing altitude and
looking for afield at the sametime.
Trade airspeed for altitude imme-
diately, and do not lose ONE foot
until you are at the proper air-
speed. Then, plan your approach
so that you wind up on final ap-
proach with at least 500 feet of al-
titude. From there, descent at op-
timum glide airspeed will be about
500 feet per minute, so you have

only 60 seconds to extend flaps,
shut everything down, crack the
doorsif necessary, and finalize last
minute adjustments.

Sincethistask isat the very ba-
sis of safety for every flight, it
should be learned well at the be-
ginning student pilot level. Re-
viewsat thehigher levels, the com-
mercial and flight instructor,
should be just that - review. This
is a task | consider so important
that I try to review it on most all
CFl Renewals. | also review it
every timel fly.

We can never betoo “practiced
up” for asafe, emergency approach
and landing. When you think about
it, there really never needs to be
any reason to harm person or prop-
erty simply because we lose an en-
gine. Thisis what we have been
practicing for since the very begin-
ning of our training. By always
being vigilant for aplaceto land if
necessary, and by utilizing correct
procedures when necessary, we
should never have anything but a
saf e emergency approach and land-

ing.
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Airshow Oklahoma to Feature Heavy Military Participation

continued from p. 1.

District Airport in Niagara-on-the-
Lake, Ontario. The objective of the

i - ! T Fip

Ansel Horton in his P& W J-60-
powered jet dragster will perform a

speed duel with Patty Wagstaff in
her Extra 300S.

aerial demonstration teamisto put the
crowd into the heart of the perfor-
mance, according to Paul "BJ"
Ransbury, Air Combat team |eader.
"We want them to twist in their
seats and feel the adrenaline of areal

dogfight as bullets are fired and our
pilots struggle for victory," he said.

Davis Field runways will heat up
in September with the return of Ancel
Horton and his new jet dragster - the
Mississippi Madman. A 268-inch
dragster, the jetcar is powered by a
Pratt and Whitney J-60, whichisalso
used to power the Sabreliner corpo-
ratejet. With an added afterburner, it
produces 7,300 pounds of thrust and
a flame of 30-40 feet. The car has
four-wheel disc brakes, and carries
four parachutes.

Horton owns recordsin the U.S.,
Canada, Mexico, Australia and the
Caribbean Islands with his fastest
guarter-mile of over 310 miles per
hour. In Airshow Oklahoma, Horton
will put his Mississippi Madman up
against Wagstaff and her Extra 300S
inajetcar vs. airplane battlefor speed.

Other appearances set for Airshow
Oklahoma 2000 include the Group
Therapy parachute team, Doug Jack-
son and his Tora 101 attack, Chris

Avery and the sleek FG1D Corsair,
War Birdsin Review, John Sledge and
his T-28 demo, the USAF A-10 Wart
Hog, the Oklahoma Air National
Guard C-130, and a Navy F-18.

With about a month and a half to
go, the acts are lined up and sponsor
commitments are coming together, ac-
cording to Ann Marie Shackelford,
co-director of media relations for
Airshow Oklahoma.

"It'shard to imaginethat thisyear's
airshow islining up to be superior to
even Airshow Oklahoma '99, but it's
true," Shackelford, who isalso direc-
tor of public information at Bacone
College, said. "I've beeninvolved in
al of the Muskogee Air Shows and
with thefirst two Airshow Oklahoma
events, and this year's performer
lineup isexceptional, especially when
you add the military involvement.”

Air Combat Canada’s two airplanes
will perform a real dogfight for the
crowd.

USS Batfish to be Honored at Airshow Oklahoma Preview Before the Airshow

MUSKOGEE - A snegk pegk of some
of themilitary arrcraftinvolvedin Airshow
Oklahoma 2000 will be available at
Airshow Oklahoma Preview - A Tribute
totheU.S.S. 310 BatfishonFriday, Sept.
22 & the Muskogee War Memoria Park.

Located just off of the Muskogee
Turnpike and north of the Port of
Muskogee, gateswill beopenfrom9am.
to 4:30 p.m. Adults and children of al
ageswill beableto enjoy aday of family
entertainment with full access to the

CAP Cadets Train

LEXINGTON - Over 70 membersof
the Civil Air Patrol OK Wing participated
in Flying Castle Composite Squadron's
FeldTraining Exercise. Theactivity took
place & McCadin Airfied in Lexington,
OK, ownedby 1LT GladysMcCadinfrom
the Cleveland County Squadron.

Cadets learned the basics of Night
Navigation from SM Bob Dilk. After
cassesin CPR, Blood Borne Pathogens
andFrgAid, thecadetspracticed ther skills
invarious rescue scenarios. They located
arcrash"victims' and performedfirgad,
and found "missing persons.” They ds0
Sl

CAP Cadetsin crisp formation.
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udied bas c Radio Operaionsand Emer-

Muskogee War Memorid Park and Mili-
tary Museumfor just $1 per person. There
will dsobesmulators, ridesand plenty of
food concessonsavailabled| day. Foran
additiona $2, thepublicwill dsobeable
to tour the U.S.S. Batfish SS-310.
Airshow Oklahomawill haveadatic
display of aircraft available at the Friday
preview. Included inthe exhibitswill be
the only Marine UH-34D Sikorsky heli-
copter known to have survived the Viet-
namwar. TheY L-37 chopper servedwith

at McCaslin Field

gency ServiceswithMg. EdAngda

Despitethedtiff classscheduleandthe
required PT activities, thecadetsfoundtime
tohavefunplayingfootbal, watchingmov-
iesand eating barbecue prepared by 1LT
Henry Moaningand hisassgant chefs The
activities hdped the cadets learn vauable
Ground Team techniques.

Civil Air Petral isthe officid civilian
auxiliary of the US Air Force. Its three
main missions are Aerogpace Education,
Cadet Programsand Emergency Services.
For more information on CAP contact
Capt. Debora Davis (405)787-8067.

squadron HMM-362 who were known
asthe"Ugly Angels." Onthesideof the
Y L-37 isabronze plaque with the names
of 33Marineswhogavether livesinVig-
nam.

Beginning at 4:30 p.m., Airshow
Oklahomawill put on amini-airshow for
the Batfish crowd. Included will be
flyovers by the War Birdsand aNavy F-
18, dongwithaparachutejumpvery close
to the crowd by Group Therapy.

Thehighlight of Friday'sarshow pre-

view will beaJapanese Zero and Corsair
confrontation with pyrotechnics. The
Zero will smulate an attack the U.S.S.
Batfishwiththe Corsair comingintotake
on the battle.

Advanced ticketsfor Airshow Okla
homawill beavail ablethroughout theday
a theMuskogeeWar Memorid Park. For
moreinformation, contact Airshow Okla-
homaat (918) 683-4581, Ext. 269 or the
Muskogee War Memorid Park at (918)
682-6294.
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Wings Over Whiteman AFB: Spirit in the Sky

By J. Thomas Pento, Ph.D

Nothing thrills the mind and soul of
anairshow enthusiast morethan being up
close to an F-16, sepping into the cav-
ernous stomach of a C-130, or watching
the nearly impossible maneuvers of an
aerobatics performer. We are drawn to
airshows like kids to the circus. Thus,
when Colond Ken Lowry invited meto
attend the first annual airshow at
Whiteman AFB, home of the venerable

formance.
On Saturday morning at 0830 the
arshow beganwithanair operationsbrief-
ing for participantswhichwasconducted
very effectively by airshow “Air Boss’
Magor Mike Oudllette. It was immedi-
ately apparent that the safety of al con-
cerned was amgjor consderation. Each
airshow performance was preplanned
down to the minute, from engine sart-up
to landing and tie-down.
By 10 o'clock peoplewerebeginning

B-2 gstedlth bomber, | made
immediate plans to attend.
The 1999 airshow, held at
Whiteman on August 13-15,
was entitled "Spirit in the

In 1988, it was decided
that Whitemanwoul d support
theB-2 stedlth bomber andon
December 17, 1993 the
"Spirit of Missouri,” thefirst
fully operationd B-2, landed
a Whiteman on the 90th an-
niversary of thefirst powered
flight by the Wright brothers.
The509th BombWing, which

gpecific misson to drop the 1st atomic
bomb, became operationd a Whiteman
in 1993 to maintain and operate the B-2.

Whitemanislocatedinrolling hillsof
south central Missouri gpproximately 50
nm southeest of Kansas City. Onthemorn-
ing of my departure, ahigh pressurecold
front had pushed the sweltering 100+ de-
greesummer heat away from centrd Mis-
souri. The cooler temperatureand crystal
blue sky made my two and a half-hour
flight smooth and suggested a perfect
arshow weekend.

It was easy to see and identify the
12,000 X 300-ft. runway of Whiteman
AFB from 15 nm away. | wasgiven avi-
sual gpproach and as | turned find, | re-
minded mysdlf of theopticd illusoncre-
ated by avery long and very wide run-
way. In spite of my self-advice, | flared
high, landed long and till had two miles
of runway to spare. Taxing ontothe Base,
| dowed to take in the perfect row of F-
16 Thunderbirds, rolled past a B-1
Bomber, and cameup behindaB-2 Spirit,
which dwarfed my Cherokee 180.

Withmy planecomfortably tied down,
| went to Base Operations and met with
the"Airshow Boss" Mgor Roger Gauert,
who gavemeawhirlwind tour of thebase
and last minute preparations for the
arshow. We climbed aboard hisgolf cart
and headed out across the tarmac. In the
next 30 minuteshe had supervised there-
location of alineof concretedividers, re-
negotiated severa contracts, supervised
the location of arriving exhibits, and
greeted numerous vendors, supporters,
participantsand officers. Herecognized a
P-51 Mustang which had just landed and
taxied into the Satic display area. There
heenthusiagtically greeted Brigadier Gen-
eral Reggie Urschler, USAF (Retired),
who fliesthe Mustang in adogfight with
a Japanese Zero flown by Doug Ander-
son as part of the " Tora, Tora, Tord" per-

“Airshow Boss’ Major Roger Gauert greets
Brigadier General Reggie Urschler, USAF
was created in 1945 with a (Retired) in his P-51 Mustang.

to arrive carrying folding chairs and pic-
nic baskets. Young children were riding
on shouldersand asking amillion excited
guestions. Lineswere begging toform at
each concessonstand and aircraft ondis-
play. Thegatesof theAFB werethen open
to the public, admission wasfree and the
people were coming in drovesto takein
the best show in town.

The airshow literaly began with a
bang at precisdly 1100 hours. A fusillade

The unique and beautiful B-2
Spirit bomber.

of fireworkswasset off at mid-fied, catch-
ingthecrowd'sattentionjust asthecanopy
of the first parachute, trailing a giant
Americanflag, opened over theairfield.

AstheMigty Bluesskydiverslanded,
the Red Baron Squadron, intheir beauti-
ful origina Stearman biplanes, begantheir
5-plane interactive acrobetics. The Bar-
ons were followed by a series of high-
speed fly-oversand breathtaking maneu-
vers by an F-18 Hornet, an F-15 Eagle,
and agroup of A-10 Warthogs. At noon
the triple jet engines of the Shockwave,
Les Shockley's jet truck, began to roar.
The Shockwavewasared crowd-please,
attaining speeds of over 200 MPH onthe
ground!

Later intheafternoontheTora, Tora,
Tora flight group took to the air. Tora,
Tora, Tora, apart of the Confederate Air

Force, is an incredible collection of al-
lied and enemy WWII warbirdsthat per-
formed arecreation of theinfa-
mous Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor. The performance aso
included arealistic mock dog-
fightwith plenty of pyrotechnics
thrown in to create afeeling of
"being there."

Then came the solo aero-
batic performers doing their
breathtaking magic high in the
sky and just above the runway.
The crowd could be found
huddled together under thewing
of a plane on static display or
leaning over therailsaong the
runway to get as close as pos-
sbletotheaction.

| clearly remember thefly-over by the
B-2 Spirit bomber. With no gpparent hori-
zontal or vertical tail components, it
seemsthat thisairplaneshould not beable
to fly. Thislarge gangly black bird isa
massive singlelifting wing and appears
morelikeamantaray, gliding effortlesdy
through the ocean, than abird of prey in
the sky.

Thebeautiful red, white, and blue Air
Force Thunderbirds, thelast performance
of the afternoon, took the runway for
their sgnaturediamond takeoff. Intheir
fifth decadeasan ar demondrationteam,
the Thunderbirds dramatically display
American airpower flying the F-16C
Fighting Falcon. The F-16, with its ad-
vanced compositeconstruction and "fly-
by-wire" control system, isimpressively
maneuverable, especialy inthe hands of
the "Top Gun" Thunderbird
pilots. Every would-befighter
pilot in the audience was
amazed to learn that this
Thunderbird performance
consistsof aseriesof maneu-
vers that every Air Force
fighter pilot learnsintheir ini-
tial training, but in a much
tighter formationand closer to
the ground!

On Sunday afternoon |
walked throughthestatic dis-

acrobaticsitwasredly dl thethingsthat |
lovetodo, dl rolled into one; adventure,

Local Claremore boy “ Tiger” Tom Klassen
with his Russian-built Sukhoi Su-26.

excitement, floating and tumblingand aso
the multitasking. | have that type of per-
sondity that dlowsmetodoalot onthings
at thesametimeand till kegpthebigpic-
tureinsight. | dwaysdreamed of beingin
the circus, sonow | am!”
Onthemorning of my departure, the
mild cold front had dissipated and asouth
breeze and thick summer haze had re-
turned. | started up the engine under the
Whiteman tower and was cleared to taxi
tothenorthend of therunway. Asl waited
for my takeoff clearance a an intersec-
tiontorunway 19, it seemed likejust any
other airport with along runway, until a
gangly A-10 camedownfina andtouched
downrightinfront of me. Clearedfor teke-
off, | lifted off and did a very precise 8-
point aileron roll -- in my mind. I know
that Patty and theguysinthetower would

=

play holding areawheremany
of the aerobatics performers
were preflighting their air-
planes. | met Tiger Tom
Klassen from Claremore, OK, whoflies
the Russian built Su-26 sporting aunique
tiger paint scheme. Tom is an airshow
performer who has flown everything
from jetsto helicoptersand aso pullsGs
on the ground on his Buell motorcycle.
Inthenext row, | met Patty Wagstaff who
has been a six-time member of the U.S.
Aerobatic Team, athree-time U.S. Na
tional Aerobatic Champion (the first
woman to win thistitle) and asix time
recipient of the "First Lady of Aerobat-
ics' Betty Skelton Award. Patty waspre-
paring her planefor thenext performance.

| asked Patty what pecid talentsshe
saw in hersdf that give her the ability to
fly acrobaticsthe way only shecan doiit.
She responded: "I guessit'sacertain fo-
cus that you have. When | started to do

Quintessential ai row pilot Patty Wagstaff,
preparing her airplane for the show. No,
Patty, you prop it from the other side!

be pleased with my menta aerobatic abil-
ity. When Whiteman Tower handed me
off to Departure Control, | acknowledged
the handoff and thanked the tower crew
for agreat airshow.

The 2000 Airshow a Whiteman is
scheduled for the weekend of September
9th and 10th. Colond Lowry informsme
that Whiteman would liketo invite own-
ers of vintage aircraft, military or other-
wise, toatendthe2000 Airshow and place
their planeson atic display. Thoseinter-
ested in taking part in the airshow at
Whiteman should contact Colondl Ken
Lowry (800-260-0253 Ex. 72950 or
ken.lowry@whiteman.af.mil). For more
information on the 2000 Airshow check
out the Whiteman web site at:
www.whiteman.af.mil.
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Robert Ragozzino’s Stearman World Flight

Haveyou followed the around-the-
world flight of Robert Ragozzino? In
our February edition, we reported on
hisintentionsto fly his 1942 open cock-
pit Boeing Stearman N2S-3 on a solo
flight around the world. The airplane
cruisesat 100-135 mph, powered by a
Pratt and Whitney Wasp Jr. 450 horse-
power 985 cubic inch supercharged 9-
cylinder radial. Withits140-gallonin-
ternal fuel tank and 150 gallon drop
tank, it hasarange of 1700 miles.

To date, no pilot has completed a
solo circumnavigation of the earth in

175 days still stands today, but no one
has made such aflight solo.

Stearman World Flight was
founded by Ragozinno to better the ex-
isting record and set the solo record
for thefirst timein the history of avia-
tion. Ragozinno has been flying pro-
fessionally for 19 years, and has com-
mercial, multi-engine, instrument and
glider ratings. He has flown 60,000
milesin open-cockpit biplanes, and has
modification skillsaswell asan unstop-
pable will to complete the project.

In 1993, Frank Quigg, a 45 year-

between the landing gear.

an open cockpit biplane. In 1923, the
raceto circletheglobeby air wasalive
and one by one, many international
teamsfailed. The United StatesArmy
commissioned Douglas Aircraft to de-
signand build fiveaircraft for anaround
theworld flight attempt. Theseaircraft
were named "The World Cruisers.”
Four of the five aircraft departed in
April of 1924 westbound from Sesttle,
each with a multi-person crew. One
hundred seventy five grueling days
later, two World Cruisers proudly
touched down on U.S. soil. That was
the first and the last open-cockpit bi-
plane circumnavigation. Therecord of
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Takeoff from a mountain strip during the US tour.

i S —

Robert Ragozzino in his 450-hp Stearman. Note the 150- gallon drop tank

old businessman from Canadawasthe
last to attempt the goal in his Waco.
He failed only dueto physical illness.
Mr. Quigg is working with Stearman
World Flight asalogistics adviser and
is proving to be amajor asset.

If successful, Stearman World
Flight will: break the world speed
record for global circumnavigation in
the open-cockpit biplane class, set the
only world record for solo open biplane
circumnavigation, be the first circum-
navigation in an open-cockpit biplane
since 1924, and be thefirst privately
organized and funded circumnavigation
in an open-cockpt biplane.

Robert has now flown from Okla-
homa City to Dayton, Ohio, New York
City, Bangor, and Goose Bay. Then
through Narsarssuaq, Kulusuk,
Reykjavik, Stornoway, Coventry, Paris,
Maselle, and Rome. From Rome he
flew to Kekira, Iraklion, Alexandria,
Luxor, Jeddah, Riyadh, Bahrain, Abu
Dhabi, Muscat, Karachi, Admedabad,
and Bhopal, and Calcutta, which is
where heislocated as of this publica-
tion date.

From Calcutta he plans to fly to
Mandalay, Hanoi, Danang, Hong
Kong, Taipei, Haha, Kagoshima,
Nagoya, Sendai, Monbetsu,
Petropaviovsk, Shemya, Dutch Harbor,
Kimg Saimon and Anchorage. From
Anchorage he will complete the trip
through Seattle, Salt Lake City, Den-
ver, and then home again to Oklahoma
City. Although theflight plan isflex-
ible, itisestimated that Robert will have
flown 23,200 miles in approximately
232 hours.

To relate the magnitude of the
flight, several of Robert's journal en-
tries are reproduced below, with the
most recent information first.

"July 27. Welcometo India. Since
last update | have flown from Karachi,
Pakistan to Ahmedabad, Nagpur, and
Calcutta, al Indiacities. Calcuttaisthe
find leginindia. After nearly 600 miles
and five hours of low overcast, rainy,
mountain flying | arrived into arain
soaked Calcutta. Theweather, despite
some trying fog shrouded mountain
passes, was quite a welcome change
from the cloudless blistering skies of
theMiddle East. Itisonly about 85in
India. Cool at night and morning.
West of Calcuttaisvirtually underwa
ter. You cantell by the landscape they
are accustomed to annual heavy rain.
The flight from Nagpur to Calcutta
was over mountain passes, boulder
strewn rivers, and primitive farmland
apparently cultivated by hand. Thisis
land like no other. Theentire country-
side seems to be inhabited by people

The big Stearman flying over a snowfield during Robert’s US tour.

living in remote farming villages. In
general one of the best legs of thetrip.
Met at the airport by the US Consu-
late representative . He had assembled
3 newspapers for interviews and pic-
tures. May be front page news in the
morning."

"The people of India are warm,
friendly, and always smiling, even the
customs men, right. Of coursethetrue
soldier of thiscampaign, the Stearman,
isaspowerful and capableasever. All
systems working beyond expectation.
Somefriendly Indianairport crewmen
will be giving her arubdown/bath be-
fore departure. Will depart Saturday
morning for Burma. | am quickening
the pacein an attempt to returninthe
80 day window."

"July 25. Landed in Ahmadabad,
India at 3:30 PM local time (Look
north of Bombay). Thiscity in west-
ern India is a port of entry into the
country. Much mountainous terrain
with a lot of standing water on the
ground, indicating that monsoon rains
had recently passed. Departing tomor-
row for Nagpur in central India. Hope
to send photos from Calcutta.”

"July 22. Arrived in Karachi, Pa
kistan after a five hour over water
flight. Flew over some of the most
beautiful coastal mountainsyet, ancient
in appearance, sculpted by weather.
Karachi is a very unusual city. Next
leg to Bhopal, India, 475 miles east.
Sorry, no pictures yet. Having diffi-
culty finding thefacilitiesto download
the camera.”

"July 21. Departed Bahrain July
21 at 1:30 PM. Arrived in Muscat,
Oman 4.75 hours later. Flew over the
Persian Gulf for 2 hours, viewing rich
offshore il production and equipment.
Flew on instruments the entire over
water leg due to restricted visibility
from desert dust. Air cleared near land-
fal at Abu Dhabi. Great sand dunes
on the coast turned into jagged, rocky
mountains inland. Muscat isasmall,

continued on p. 7.




continued from p. 6.

pleasant coastal city. Next leg is
Karachi, Pakistan, a 450 mile over
water flight acrossthe Arabian Sea.”

"Aircraft is operating well after
long form inspection and cleaning.
Prop oil leak repaired, and new starter
installed."

"July 17. Have found people all
over theworldto bevery helpful, warm
and generally excited to see the beau-
tiful plane fly in from the past. | am
very proud of the project and again
want to thank al of the people who
have helped make thisflight areality.
The adventure belongsto usall. | just
have a better view."

"July 4. Due to unavoidable de-
lays in Rome, the Stearman and | de-
parted Monday from Rometo Kerkira,
Greece. On arrival at the coastal air-
port, the manager of theairport waived

fees and set up free accommodations
at the most beautiful mountain and
beach report in Corfu. Had excellent
dinner with owners and management
of the resort and airport. Everyone
treating me wonderful. Management
arranging a press conference on
Wednesday. Greece is a wonderful
mixture of turquoise beach water,
coastal cliffs, winding roads, great
food, and warm people. Come to
Greece and stay at Ermones Resort. 1t
isheaven on earth without adoubt. De-
parture planned for Wednesday after-
noonto Iraklion, Greece. Thursday to
Alexandria, Egypt. Stearmaniswork-
ing very well. The weather is very
warm, clear, and the oceans have al
been smooth and calm. Flew over a
US nuclear sub and warship off Italy.
Italian Alps were nice. Full of towns
perched on the sides and tops of mills
and mountains. Would makefor great

sports car traveling.”

"June 30. Arrived at Rome and
hosted by Italian pilot Andrea. Andrea
and Robert take lengthy tour of Rome.
Rome found to be a 2000 year old
jewel. A must seefor everyone. De-
parting for Kerkira, Greece Saturday.
Iraklion, Greeceto follow on Sunday.
Stearman performing flawlessly. Blue
skies, beautiful ocean and islands. It
seems everyone hasacastlein the old
country."

"June 30. Landed at a small air-
port in Persan Beaumont, near Paris.
Unableto land at Le Bourget because
of the French Air Traffic Controller's
strike. Special thanksto Jean Luc for
performing a complete inspection on
the Stearman, which took over twelve
hours of labor. In addition, Jean Luc
was Robert's host whilein Paris.”

"June19. Pilot Ragozzino left Ice-
land to Scotland. He departed

Reykjavik this morning to Hofn. He
left Hofn approximately 1445GMT and
headed to Wick in Scotland. He and
the Stearman should be arriving at
Wick around 2000 GMT."

"June 14. Dueto bad westher, the
flight to Kulusuk has been cancelled.
Ragozzino and Stearman currently en
routeto Reykjavik, Iceland (760 miles
north of Narsarsuag)."

"June 1. Stearman departed Wiley
Post Airport in Oklahoma City, mark-
ing the beginning of 225,000 mile his-
toric journey. If you're not looking
regularly at his website,
www.stearmanworldflight.com, you
are missing out on afun, history-mak-
ing event. Check out the website,
which includes many beautiful, color
photographs of many of the places
Robert is visiting, and join in the ex-
citement!"

Thee-view drawing of Robert’s Stearman, showing his great paint scheme.

Robert fueling up in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Builders Work to Re-Create 1911 Vin-Fiz
Transcontinental Journey

[Editor's Note: Last month,
Earl Downs related the story of
how ayoung man named T.Claude
Ryan was influenced by the 1911
transcontinental U.S. flight of
Calbraith Rodgers. Ryan went on
to design and build the Spirit of St.
Louis]

In 1911, a fellow named Cal
Rodgers piloted a Wright Model
EX called the Vin Fiz across
America, becoming the first pilot
to cross a continent. It may sound
exciting, but the word that might
best describe it is terrifying.
Rodgers survived five major
crashes and had to repair the en-
gine almost every time he landed.
Rodgers' flight was so audacious
that a couple of guys have decided
totry it again asaway to build in-
terest and publicity for the Wright
Brothers Centennial of Flight in

2003. Dana Smith and Ken Whit-
ing, both from Maine, are building
two new Vin Fiz replicas to make
their own journey. One of the air-
frames with power train installed
will be on display at EAA's
AirVenture 2000 at Oshkosh.

The 1911 Vin-Fiz reproduction built
by Dana Smith and Ken Whiting.

Because | fly

Because | Fly,

-- Anonymous

BECAUSE | FLY

I laugh more than other men

| look up and see more than they,

I know how the clouds feel,

What it's like to have the blue in my lap,

To look down on birds,

To feel freedom in a thing called the stick...
Who but | can slice between God's billowed legs,
And feel then laugh and crash with His step
Who else has seen the unclimbed peaks?
The rainbow's secret?

The real reason birds sing?

| envy no man on earth.
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Color Vision and Colored Con-
tacts

Inthe20 years|'ve been doing FAA
medicals| still remember thefirst Red-
Green deficient pilot applicant.

Most all FAA doctors use the
Ishihara's 14-plate color visiontest. For
those of us who don't have a color vi-
sion problem, the numbers on the test
plates are obvious. However, a small
percentage of people can't see al the
numbers.

For pilots, the problem ariseswhen
aircraft radios quit and one needsto see
lightsfromthetowers. Also, night flight
iscompromised for the color-blind. Op-
tionsfor the color-deficient pilot include
1) accepting the limitation of the FAA
medical "No night flight or color signal

control" or 2) asking your doctor to
perform an alternative color test. A list
of acceptable aternative testsis avail-
able from the FAA, EAA, AOPA, or
your AME.

If you passan aternative color test,
hang on to theresultsin caseyou change
FAA doctors.

If onasecond color test you still do
poorly, it'stimefor acolor visonwaiver,
which allowsyou to take the test using
an actua FAA light gun. Most pilots
pass that test. The waiver should be
requested by your AME on Item 60 of
the 8500-8-Formyou fill out at medical
time. Whenthe AME request isreceived
by the FAA Aeromedical folks, your lo-
ca Standards Didtrict Office "FSDO"
is notified and the actual light gun test
isadministered.

Note that, whiled colored lenses or
colored contacts that correct for the
Red-Green deficiency areavailable, they
cannot be used to passan FAA medical
exam.

On a related subject, I've had pa
tients and friends wear contacts to
changetheir eyecolor- it'savanity thing.
They limit vision and cannot be used
whileflying.

OKC 99s Inducted Into
International Forest of
Friendship

OnJune 17, Helen Holbird, Gladys
McCaslin, Poochie Rotzinger, and
Carol Sokatch were inducted into the
International Forest of Friendship in
Atchison, Kansas, birthplace of Amelia
Earhart. The women were sponsored
by the Oklahoma Chapter 99s. Theln-
ternational Forest of Friendshipisaliv-
ing, growing memorial to the World of
History of Aviation and Aerospace. It
was begun in 1976, the US bicenten-
nial anniversay, as a gift to America
from the City of Atchison and the
Ninety-Nines. Ninety-Nines Charter
member Faye Gillis Wells was the
founder and continues to be co-chair-
man of the International Forest of
Friendship.

The Forest is nestled on a gentle

slopeinthe heartland of America. Itis
made up of trees representing all the
fifty states, territories, and thirty-five
countriesaround theworld. Thetrees,
with their rootsin the ground and their
branches reaching to the sky are sym-
bolic of the motto, "World Friendship
Through Flying." Eachtreehasitsown
flag for special occasions. Granite
plaques engraved with the names of the
800 honorees are embedded in the
winding concrete walk. Some of the
honorees are Amelia Earhart, Charles
Lindbergh, JeanaYeager, Rgjiv Gandhi,
theWright Brothers, Sally Ride, Chuck
Yeager, Beryl Markham, General
"Jimmie" Doolittle, President Bush,
Katherine Wright, Olive Beech, and
General Colin Powell.

TASC to Host Airfest and Super
Cockpit Day

On September 9th from 9:00 AM
to 5:00 PM and September 10th
from noon to 5:00 PM, the TulsaAir
and Space Center (TASC) will spon-
sor an Airfest and Super Cockpit
Day event at the Tulsa International
Airport complex. This event is a
continuation of TASC's mission to
educate all peoplein northeast Okla-
homaon thevital role of aviationin
our economy.

Kid’s Corner

33e

i’

Cessna 150

e ®

1
More than 23,500 of this high-wing, two-seat training aircraft were built from 1959 to 1977. It was sold all around the
world and many of today’s pilotslearned to fly in the Cessna 150. Reprinted from AOPA materialswith permission

®
2
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The center'saircraft will be open
for public viewing from the outside
as well as from inside the cockpit.
Come and sit in the cockpit of an F-
14 Tomcat, arare Bell 47K helicop-
ter, a Singer Link Trainer, and a T-
37 cockpit trainer.

This year TASC will expand the
event to cover two days and include
more attractions, an aviation trade
fair, static and flyby displays, and a
few select aerobatic displays.

Airfest isdesigned to promotethe
Capital Campaign to raise funds for
TASC's new permanent home, to be
located at 36th Street North and
Sheridan, just north of BizJet. Por-
tions of the event will be held at
TASC's present location at 7130 E.
Apache (old Spartan Hangar #5) and
at the center's new building site.

Advanced tickets, $4 for children
6-12, $8 for ages 13 and over, can be
purchased at TASC, Tulsa Federal
Employees Credit Union, and at all
Arby'sRoast Beef locations, or online
at www.tul saairandspacecenter.com.

Tickets will be available at the
door for $5 for children 6-12 and $10
for ages 13 and over at either the
TASC gate at 7130 East Apache, or
at the southeast corner of 36th Street
North and Sheridan Road. For an
additional charge, B-25 bomber rides
will be offered and photos can be
takenin al theaircraft cockpits. Food
and drink concessions will be set up
in variouslocations.

Aircraft ownersareinvited todis-
play their aircraft in the static display
area. The publicwill not be allowed
in or on the aircraft and the Tulsa
control tower will control all aircraft
movements. Low passes or general
fly-byswill be coordinated by Glenn
Wright at cell phone 918-629-6582.
For more information, contact TASC
at 918-834-9900.
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Where Are The Old
Douglas A-24's?
Many little boys, the sons of war
veteranshave eventually asked the age-
old question; "What did you do during
the war, Daddy?' A similar question
has come up regarding the Douglas A-
24 Dauntless. What did they do dur-
ing WWII and where are they now?
We are interested because 615 A-
24 Model Dive Bomberswerebuilt in
the mile-long building on Tulsa Inter-
national Airport, then known as the
Douglas Aircraft - Tulsa Plant or Air
Force Plant No. 3. We had hoped to
brag a little about the great impact a
Tulsa-built aircraft had on the war ef-
fort, our victory in WWII and all that.
TheNavy version of the A-24 was
the know by the designation SBC and
we know all about its fame in WWII,
astold inthehistory of battlesat Mid-
way, Guadalcanal, and other early
South Pacific actions, when Navy pi-
lots had to depend on older models of
the SBD for dive bombing, reconnais-
sance, and defensive actionsagainst the

Japanese.

The Douglas A-24 Dauntless, which
was manufactured in Tulsa.

Franny Rourke Goes

West

BARTLESVILLE-Mr. FrancisRob-
ert"Franny" Rourke, aged 85, alongtime
resident of Bartlesville, passed awvay Tues-
day morning, July 11, 2000.

Franny rebuilt many award-wining
antique airplanes and served as consult-
ant for the Phillipsproject, rebuilding the
Woolaroc airplane displayed in the
Woolaroc Museum. Hisexpertiseinair-
craft restoration was widely respected.
Franny'smost famousrestoration wasthe
1931 Trave Air 6000, DetaAirlinesfirst
commercid planewhichiscur-
rently used in Delta sl espromotions.

Hewasthe12,000th licensed aircraft
mechanic in the United States, a charter
member of both the Antique Airplane
Asociaionand the Experimentd Aircraft
Association, amember of the TulsaChap-
ter of theVintageAircraft Association, the
Biplane Association, the OX-5 Club, and
the Tulsa Chapter of QB's.

Franny’sreputationfor quality crafts-
manshipwasnationaly knownandleaves
alegacy of championship restorations.

Our condolencesgo to Franny’sfam-
ily andfriends.

It should be recognized that the
early war operations, utilizing either the
Army A-24 or the Navy SBD, were
fought with obsolete 1930's technol-
ogy aircraft They werethe only thing
available at the time and we used them
as best we could.

Alas, the A-24 never camecloseto
matching theimpact, war record, or the
military performanceof theNavy SBD.
We have very little to brag about, but
the Army version, without atail hook,
was nevertheless a good airplane and
was used for training, some ground
operations, and towing aerial gunnery
targets. We can't bad mouth the A-24
too much because they were built in
Tulsa by Tulsa people and they are
ours.

In planning ahead for the Tulsa
Aviation and Space Center (TASC) we
areinterestedin highlighting all theair-
craft that were built in the Tulsa
"Bomber" plant in WWII. The Dou-
glas A-24 is near the top of the list,
just below the Consolidated B-24 and
ahead of the A-26 Invader.

Because very few A-24s were
saved inthe United Statesor werelater
salvaged and returned home from far
away places, theTASCishaving ahard
time acquiring artifacts, data, opera-
tional histories, and information useable
for highlighting the history of the air-
craft and itsaccomplishments.

We are now asking for help from
Tulsans who may have worked on the
DouglasAircraft production line, build-
ing A-24s or know people who did, to
contact Bob Richardson at (918)455-
6066. Also, photographs, wartime
documents, books, or other data is
badly needed and will be greatly ap-
preciated.

The Douglas A-24 was one of
Tulsa'sairplanes and we need to honor
it. Pleasehelp us.

An Atlanta-area EAA member de&gneé this set of decorative airplane lights.

We liked them so much we are making them available for sale. The set in-
cludes six low wing airplanes, six biplanes, and a string of bulbs. The airplanes
are pearl white and lights are white (with four colored bulbs). The price is $19
a set plus $4 S&H. Allow 3-week delivery. Use them in place of Christmas
lights, for hangar dances, for fly-ins-- any aviation celebration!
Send checks to:
The Oklahoma Aviator, 698 Rollingwood Dr, Stone Mountain, GA 30087

24 HOUR SELF SERVICE FUEL
100LL- $1.95 JET A- $1.90

(Subject to Change) AmEXx, VISA, Discover, AvCard, and BP

5000 FT. HARD SURFACE RUNWA'-
GENERAL AVIATION AIR

merica Airport

LOCATED IN MIDAMERICA INDUSTRIAL PARK + PRYOR CREEK, OK
Choice Industrial Sites

Department of Aerospace

Southeastern Oklahama State University

J For information confact:

=~ g% Dr. David Conway
e Director and Chair

Department of Aerospace
Southeastern Oklahoma State University

Box 4136 - Durant, OK 74701

1-800-435-1327

Fax 580-924-0741
wharwr. sosu.edu fbus/ aero findeo. himil

.-;,,..f"s:'r Lirdy

Susly
A‘Jl{] ]
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Calendar of Events

For afreelisting of your event, email usat ok_aviator.com or call 918-527-0430

REGULAR MONTHLY EVENTS
1st Thur sday- Oklahoma Pilots
Association meeting and dinner,
Wiley Post Airport, Oklahoma City,
OK. Contact Helen Holbird- 405-
942-6308

1st Saturday- Ponca City Aviation
Boosters Club fly-in breakfast, rain
or shine, 7:30-10:00AM, Ponca City
Regional Airport, Ponca City, OK.
Contact Don Nuzum-
nuzum@poncacity.net or Bruce
Eberle- 580-762-5735

2nd Satur day- Debbie’s Diner fly-in
breakfast, R.L. Jones Airport, Jenks,
OK.

4th Saturday- Keystone Aviators
meeting and fly-out, 8:30AM, Pogue
Airport, Sand Springs, OK, contact
Carl Cartwright at 918-865-7213

4th Thursday- Vintage Aircraft
Association Chapter 10, 7:30PM,
South Regional Library, 71st &
Memorial, Tulsa, OK

AUGUST 2000

11th-12th- Southwestern Bell Bal-
loon Fest 2000, Wiley Post Airport,
Bethany, OK

18th-19th- 22nd Annual Okie Derby,
Oklahoma Chapter of the 99s, con-

tact Michelle Green at 405-351-0339

21st- EAA Chapter 10 meeting,
7:30PM, with watermelon feed to
follow, Gundy’s Airport, Owasso,
OK.

26th- EAA Chapter 10 Fly-In Break-
fast, Gundy’s Airport, Owasso, OK

SEPTEMBER 2000

9th-10th- Airshow, Whiteman AFB,
MO. Vintage aircraft ownersinter-
ested in displaying their planes.
Contact Lt. Col Ken Lowry 1-800-
260-0253 or e-mail
ken.lowry@whiteman.af.mil

9th-10th- Airfest and Super Cockpit
Day, TulsaInternational Airport,
sponsored by TulsaAir and Space
Center. Contact Glenn Wright at
918-834-9900

18th- EAA Chapter 10 meeting,
7:30PM, Gundy’s Airport, Owasso,
OK

22nd- EAA Chapter 10 Fly-In
Breakfast, Gundy’s Airport, Owasso,
OK

22nd-23rd- 43rd Annual Tulsa
Regional Fly In, Bartlesville, OK
918-622-8400

23rd-24th- Airshow Oklahoma,

Davis Field, Muskogee, OK. Con-
tact Don Van Alstine at 918-683-
4581 x 269 or

vanal stine@bacone.edu

30th- Airman Acres Bean Dinner,
Coallinsville, OK

OCTOBER 2000

6th-8th- Planes on the Prairie Na-
tional Fly-In, Cessna172-182 Club,
Wiley Post Airport, Bethany, OK,
contact Debbie Jones, 405-495-8664
or 800-535-7533

5th-8th- 25th Annual International
Cessnal120/140 Fly-1n, Gainesville
Municipal Airport (FLE), Gainesville,
TX. Contact L. or M. Richey at 940-
627-1883 or mrichey @ntws.net

7th- "Beyond 2000" Air Show,
Texarkana Regional Airport,
Texarkana TX/AR, 870-774-2171 or
visit web site at www.txkairport.com

8th- EAA Chapter 10 Annual
Wingding, 1:00PM, Gundy’sAirport,
Owasso, OK

14th- Fourth Annual Fun Fly-In and
Youth Air Expo, AdaMunicipal
Airport, sponsored by EAA Chapter
1005. Freefood for fly-ins, free T-
shirt for first 50 fly-ins. Contact
Terry Hall at 580-436-8190

14th- Skiatook Pioneer Days Fly-In,
9:00AM-3:00PM, Skiatook Munici-
pal Airport. Freefood for fly-ins, arts
and crafts show. Contact Larry
White at 918-396-1274

16th- EAA Chapter 10 meeting,
7:30PM, Gundy’s Airport, Owasso,
OK

20th- “ An Evening with Bob
Hoover,” IAC Chapter 10, 6:00PM,
contact Guy Baldwin at 918-299-
8485

21st- Bob Hoover Fly-In, Claremore
Regional Airport, Claremore, OK.
10:00AM-4:00PM. Airshow at
1:00PM. Contact Guy Baldwin at
918-299-8485

20th-21st- EAA Southwest Regional
Fly In, Gainesville, TX, 915-676-
8294

NOVEMBER 2000

20th- EAA Chapter 10 meeting and
PieAuction, 7:30PM, Gundy’s
Airport, Owasso, OK

25th- EAA Chapter 10 Fly-In Break-
fast, Gundy’s Airport, Owasso, OK

WHERE AVIATION IS NOT JUST A SIDELINE
COMPETITIVE RATES - WORLDWIDE
AIRCRAFT - PRIVATE - COMMERCIAL

MEXICAN INSURANCE - MARINE - FBOs - AGRIBIZ

C & L Custom Enbroi dery
—l_--

Your Airplane & N Nunber .
Custom Enbroidered on a
H gh-Quality Polo Shirt

ML

AVIATION INSURANCE

Choice of Color and Size GROUP, LTD. CALL TOLL FREE
$35. 00 5506 North Rockwell 1-800-654-4215 1-800-825-2828
o ) _ Bethany, OK 73008 405-495-4230
Tax, shipping, & handling incl

Order on the web at CALL AVIATION INSURANCE GROUP, LTD BEFORE RENEWING YOUR AIRCRAFT INSURANCE

www. CandLEnbr oi dery. com VI SA/ MC accept ed

. . FBOHbur s: 07 100LL: $2. 20 \éekdays

MF 8 00-6:0 $2. 00 Véekends
ror nand g L5N mmam nct
Td: 918 343-03L Gashor Ar BPGrd
o S — ‘...u
Fax: 918 343-1619
m Easy Application Pilots L ounge, g!'&ﬁﬁ%%f ComeFly In for

Conference Room, Hamburgerson the

m Generous Repayment Terms Weekends
m Competetive Rates
m No Points or Application Fees

m Fast Approvals

Rentals, Courtesy
Car, DTN Weather

ATTENTION: Unicom/CTAF has changed to: 122.70

SOUTHWEST AVIATION SPECIALTIES, LLC

Rated #1 in Oklahoma by the FAA for 1999

W First National Bank and Trust Co. 8803 Jack Bates Avenue
p} ‘”]};I Shawnee, OK Riverside/Jones Airport (RVS)
- FAA CRS #S30R818N
\ 1) 1-800-227-8362
FIRST NATIONAL BANK Member FDIC FlightSafety ® Trained Mechanics and Pilots on Staff
AMD TRUST Co Visit our website at www.fnbshawnee.com * Precision Aircraft Maintenance

*Full Avionics Salesand Service

* Airframeand Exhaust Welding * All Major BrandsAvionics Dealer
* Aircraft Salesand Consulting * Custom Metal Panel Work
*Complete Airframe & EngineRepair

Reasonable and competetive rates on all services

918-298-4044
24-Hour On Call Service

GRrassraors AVEATION ——
VN NTENANCE =

FedBxrs AAHIARIa
Takil e Arpark 918-457-3639
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Classified Advertisements

To place a plain-text classified ad, mail usthetext along with a check. Plain text adswith first line bold- $0.35/wor d/month- $15.00 min/month.
For ads containing graphics, photos, or custom text formatting, email ok_aviator @mindspring.com or call 918-527-0429 for rates.

FOR SALE
AVGAS FOR $1.90A GALLON
(subject to change)

Available Self ServiceOnly
24 Hours a Day at
GOLDSBY’SDAVID J. PERRY
AIRPORT
New Identifier 1K4 (Prev. OK-14)

Phillips, Master Card, VISA,
Discover, Diners Club
International, Carte Blanche, and
American Express cards
are accepted.

We aso have open T-hangars
for rent.

Call Vergie @ 405-288-6675.

BARRETT AIRCRAFT
MAINTENANCE, INC.
GainesvilleMunicipal Airport
Gainesville, TX

M aintenance and Repairson Recip
& Turbine-Powered Aircraft

Pre-Buy Inspections, Annuals,
Prop Balancing

Call 1-940-668-2009

Special Offer
Non-Complex Aircraft Annual
I nspection- $200.00
Thispriceisavailableonly onthefirst
four inspections we perform in 2000.
I nspectionsfive and on will be $400!
You open-up, close-up, clean-up, etc.
You provide hangar or pad for inspec-
tion. Other detailsmay apply.
Call 918-834-7215

HANGAR FOR SALE
SeminoleMunicipa Airport (H45)
60 x 50 engineered stedl building with
diding folding doors- officewith heat
& air, restroom and closet. Contact
Jm Goff, days 918-486-8411 or
nights918-279-1110

Higt Instruction
CedNil, HI

Grand Lake and Pryor Area

018 782 95%
918-230- 6245 (cdl 1)

ULTRALIGHT AVIATION
Tulsa, OK
918-449-0324
918-724-0821
randy @ultralightaviation.com
www.ultralightaviation.com

Stillwater Municipal Airport
Wash your own plane, your way, at Oklahomasonly
covered commercid salf-service arcraft wash.

Flyin & use our new State of the Art Equipment
High pressure sorayer and bubble brush
Will accommodate 52' span, 16’ tail height

Bring your step stool, tow bar, and chamois.
$1.25 per cycle or $3.50 per token- 3 cycles.
Tokens avail at airport terminal or line service
Open dawn- dusk, April- November
Call 405-372-788 - Unicom 122.7 - VOR 108.4
Auto WX 135.725

: Cushing :
s Flight Service &
: Cushing Municipal Airport :
1AIr BP Ciiormrces g

Dusk to Dawn Pilot-Controlled :
Runway Lights- Unicom 122.8
Open 7 Days BAM-5PM
Hangar SpaceAvailable

Call 918-225-6979
Pager 888-479-5253

‘-----------'

Nai nterence ad Ry rs on Rl p

CLAREMCRE Al RCRAFT
SHRM CE
RIl-Syv eAradt Minteare
CaemreRgod Arport

adTub rePvead Aradt

FUl-SxviceH xed Ger A s
$40.00
Fectay Pl Tran ng
Fectay ScaaTran g
Fectay GssmaTranng

Gl 1-918- 3436174

Speed Craft Interiors

Aircraft Upholstery
Gundy’sAirport
Owasso, OK
Call 918-272-9863
John & Jane Fisher Owner/Opr.

The Right Approach

=l

u —y

O it \ NORTHWEST ARKANSAS

NORTHWEST AVIONICS, INC
ARKANSAS 5404 AIRPORT BLVD.

AVIONICS, INC. FORT SMITH, AR, 72903

(501) 648-3001

Certified Repair Station QNARO5S1K

Be a better Pilot! Sharpen Kills,
broaden aviation knowledge and bresk
bad habits by training with Earl C.
Downs, ATP, CFlI, A&P. Antiques,
classics, modern aircraft. Taildragger
training in 1946 Champ. Hight re-
views, ground training. EAA Hight
Advisor. Thirty-eight yearsexperience
inflight and ground training.

Bethe best you can bel
Golden AgeAviation, Inc,
Cushing, OK.
918-225-7374 (Home & Office)
Email: earl[downs@hotmail.com

Kingfisher Municipal
Airport
24-Hour Unat t ended

Hf-SrviceRd - 100/ $1L 9
Aex, MSA Mstercard, D scover

Located 1 mile West of
Kingfisher on Airport Rd

Tel: 405-375-3705
Fax: 405-375-3630

Cleveland Municipal Airport
24-Hour Self-Service Fuel
4000-Ft. Hard Surface Runway
Affordable Hangar Space
Lake Keystone Area

Helicopter Training Available

Unicom:122.9 Identifier:95F
918-865-8075

FAA Medical Certificates
John C. Jackson, D.O.

A

410 Cherokee, Wagoner, OK 74467
Office: 918-485-5591
FAX: 918-485-8455
Wagoner Community Hospital:
918-485-5514
email: formula@ionet.net

ey STQ@E

D
s n A

PA@tifiedRyar, Qerhad ,
And Dynamn ¢ Bal anci ng
Qrer 20 Years Experi ence
Dramckd ax g f-pricewth
oglal argargar.

Renentoer !
Ifit sShekesdxit iH ayt
@Al 0. G Tocky!

i n@asso, K
Fhonett (918) 272- 3567
FA (918) 272- 7664
enai | : AropDoc@d . com

Vestern (ki e Soda B asti ng
Dry Aircraft Paint Stripping

No Chemicals-
Environmentally Safe
Safefor Aluminum, Sted, Composites

Portable Rig-- We Come to You!

Art Rhoads, RR1 Box 25 Colony,
OK 73021 405-929-7337

FOR SALE

HOUSE AND HANGAR
TENKILLER AIRPARK

The former home of Joe
Cunningham and Mary Kelly,
located on a prime runway
lot at the Tenkiller Airpark, is
available for purchase.

Contact Cathy Turner at 918-
456-7619 for details.

Fort Smith Municipal Airport

SVALL Al RCRAFT OMERS
P LOTS AND AVATELR BU LDERS

SHCOP NMANAGERS
For Arvarth ness @rtificates, Ca A
fa Bqot @rtificaes FaryRrmtsa

Arverthness Qs taias, cotact
RE “Bi’ Rchardson, FAADeES ¢
neted Arvarth ness Rpresataive
Phone (918) 455-6066. 1217 W
\arkver S., BdenAroy K 74012

Lloyd Stelljes

Stedl Clear Span Buildings
Construction Management

S BulildersT——

8501 Highway 271 South, Suite C
Fort Smith, Arkansas 72908
Phone 501-646-0747 FAX 501-649-3435
Toll Free 888-572-3322
(888-LSB-3322)

Mini Storage Buildings- Aircraft Hangars|
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Airport
Operators
Association

Serving theinterests of the owners and operators
of all airportsin Oklahoma

For information or application contact Debra Coughlan, Executive
Director OAOA, P. O. Box 581838, Tulsa, OK 74158

Telephone 918.838.5018 Fax 918.838.5405

Tulsalnternational - TUL Richard L. Jones, Jr. - RVS
BEAPER BENE TR.EE TEXAS HOEH TALI ™Y ELEVATION: S CVATION: o4 538

Gimesvillg Texas 18L/36R- 10,00048pnc  RUNWAYS:
Lhicoml123.0 AAB118.375

01L/19R- 5101’ Asph
01R/19L - 4207 Asph
13/31- 2807 Asph

TWR- 120.3/119.2
GND- 121.7
ATIS 126.5
Unicom- 122.95

18R/36L - 6101’ A
TWR 1187 GND 12

1001 $1 6O veatys sy gom
ol
Mt A SLE (SHf-Snic) '

cQen24 Hurs- 7ays/Vdek  <DINVXKSH e | ite Sistan « (nference Room
Aterat smdd| ate 5O *5MristoQ@tla M| QutesyGrs(3
‘Ma Cat GrdsAcgted *18HIe@f Qurse *Rla Lame
Indwd ghditi-Srvi ce&

Acad GA Rillipsinto H0-663-456  HA0-666-6334 Fax
Bael&UAr Dsoourts wwea nesvi |l e tx us/ @A ndex. sitrh

enal | arport @ocke net

{y SPARKS AVIATION CENTER
% TULSA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Come Fly with Us!
Tulsa Airport Authority

OAOA Member

Sand Springs

¥y HANGAR 23 .
AN
O18. 830 5048 Pogue Airport
a Unicom 122.95 a
Jet A 24-Hour Service 100LL . 5,800 ft. Runway
. Air BP Courtesy Car & Rentals
Courtesy Van New Home of Autopilots Jet A, 100 LL Conference Room
Rental Cars Avionics Vol Di is » GPU
Catering % Instruments olume Discounts DUAT « DTN Weather
Restaurant AUTOP’LOTS Maintenance Convenient To Downtown Tulsa, Area Industries & Recreation
Hangaring c TRAL .. Interiors Long-Term Ground Leases Hangars Available
Phone: 918-836-6418 FAX: 918-832-0136 Phone (918) 246-2605
& : .E
Fly Inand Enjoy.... Rogers @ounty’:s new vesidential aivpark is
Beautiful Lake Texoma
Pelican’s Cedar Mills |
Landing Marina & Resort
‘Waterfront Restaurant A great get-away! V f” ! [
Lasual dening and greal » Dgluxe Collages over I om
fosnd in @ weanm, navtcal looking cur well-
gimosphens with reason- grocmed 3000=food i ejtdej
able prices, Enjoy our dack girsirip with tee downs
overiooking tha har1_bnr or i = (Giff Shop & Boubigue
insioe by the fire " » Mature Trail and Wikd-
Serving ].ran:ﬁ and Dinner E:ﬂ;ﬂﬂ?&:?}; fiower Garden "...ﬂeyonc( f‘ﬂ 'ﬁﬂlﬂ‘l&.‘dﬂ ptea'm. ”
Sl o T ':“""""*é"' e ; ﬁ;i:lm""'"g Saling HOMESITES WITH RUNWAY FRONTAGE, PLEASANT AREA, OOLOGAH SCHOOLS
Saturcay and Sunday IE'UEII 52... ;4222 » Siviper Fishing Guides see members.aol.com/AvianCntry then call Dirk DeRose at 918-637-1143
i ——— — '
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