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The Powrachute Powered Parachute Fly-In
Extravaganzal

by Mike Huffman

It is Saturday September
21, andwearedriving down a
two-lane highway east of Co-
lumbus, KS. About 5 miles
from our destination, Barbara
says, "Look!" and points off to
the north. There, we see the
firgt arcraft-- asmdl figurein
the sky that might be mistaken
forabird or planeexcept for its
slow speed and distinctive
shape. | spot asecond oneand
then athird. Within aminute
or s0, we have eleven aircraft
ingght. Aswecontinue, those
disappear behindusand arere-
placed by othersahead.

Our destination is
Powrachute Corporation's an-
nua Powered Parachute Hly-In
Extravaganza, thelargest gath-
ering of powered parachutes
(PPCs) intheworld. Thisisthe
third or fourth year for theevent
and it gets bigger each time.
Barbara and | are both inter-
esedinlearningtofly PPCsand
are excited about seeing this
many machines in the air at
once.

Powered parachuting was
invented by an entrepreneur
named Steve Snyder intheearly
80s. No stranger to sport para-

One of the many powered parachutes takes off as others prepare to fly or to land.

chuting, Steve and Charlie
Hillard, members of the U.S.
National Parachuting Team,
performed abaton passin free
fal in 1958, only the second
suchteamtodoso. Stevewent
on to develop the square ram-
air parachute and formed
ParaHlite, Inc to market it.

| had gotten acquainted
with Stevea Oshkosh oneyear
when the landing gear of his

Up close and personal: a powered powerchute on takeoff.

Super Pinto training jet folded
following an airshow perfor-
mance. | helped do the repair
and Stevegavemearideinthe
arplane. A few yearslater, he
and | talked about his idea to
put a motor on a square para-
chuteandflyitlikeanairplane.
| had been sufficiently im-
pressed with his accomplish-
ments that | was not tempted
to laugh. In fact, | did some
early-phasetestingtodetermine
the thrust that could be ex-
pected from small engine/pro-
peller combinations. He went
on to develop the machine,
which turned out to have two
enginesdriving counter-rotat-
ingpropsviaabdtdrive. Since
that time, | had watched PPCs
develop into the sophisticated
machinesthey aretoday.
AsBarbaraand| driveinto
the Extravaganza sSite, | won-
der if oneof Stevesorigind ma:
chines will be in attendance.
Thedteisalarge, rurd grass-
covered field of perhaps 100
acres, about haf of whichis

dedicated to parking, tents, and
displays. Theother half isde-
voted to what the event is dll
about: flyingPPCdl A friendly
Sheriff'sDepartment employee
showsuswhereto park and, as
we get out of the car, we take
another count of the airborne
PPCs--thistime, wecan see25-
30 machines. Thisyear, atota
of 332 powered parachutes
haveshown upfor four daysof

flying, seminars and camarade-
rie.

As we walk among the
tents and displays toward the
flight line, the atmosphere is
very relaxed and low-key, like
onemightfindat aloca county
far. The temperature is just
cool enough, thewind islight,
and the kettle corn, funnel
cakes, and barbecue sand-
wiches are sdlling well. Kids
arerunning around everywhere
having agoodtime.

Barbara dts in the shade
watching the sky whilel make
my way totheflight line. The
width of thegrassfie d hasbeen
dividedinto 10-15informd par-
ald "runways' and perhepsfifty
PPCs are in various stages of
taking off, landing, or flying the
pattern. Looking out on fina
gpproach, | see severd PPCs
gpproaching on parald paths,
over Cows grazing uncon-
cernedly below them. Some
land at the approach end and
some continue on down the
field over other machines be-
ing set up/taken down by their
crews. Because of their dow
speed, they rall only afew feet
after touching down, o it is

continued on p. 6.




From

Godspeed, Bob
Richardson

Asageneral rule, The Oklahoma
Aviator does not print memorials to
aviators who have passed away. The
reason is that there are so many fine
people whom wewould need to honor
that there would be no room for any-
thing el se.

However, in the case of Bob
Richardson, we are making an excep-
tion. Not only was Bob an exceptional
aviator, hewas also abeloved husband
and father, one of thefivefounders of
the Tulsa Aviation and Space Mu-
seum, and alongtime advisor and con-
tributor to The Oklahoma Aviator.

Fortunately, Bob was a good
writer and soitiseasy totracehishis-
tory. Hismany storiestell theclassic
tale of a young lad finding an early
interestin airplanesand joyfully stay-
ingwithitall hislife.

In 1921, Bob was born in
Missoula, MT to Lawn and Elizabeth
Richardson, an only child who grew
up tending cows on his parents' dairy
farm. Bob'sinterest in aviation started
at least as early as 1927, when at age
6, his father took him to the Butte,
MT airport to see the Spirit of St.
Louis during the national tour which
followed Lindy's transatlantic flight.
In Bob's own words, "I was very im-
pressed with the airplane. | figured
that if an unimposing-looking contrap-
tion likethat could really carry aman
non-stop to Paris, France-- which |
knew was a long ways off-- it had to
be amarvel ous machine, and | wanted

Mike

to know more and be part of it when |
grew up."

And becomeapart of it hedid. In
about 1935, Bob began making bike
trips five miles to the Butte airport.
Later, hedelivered milk in hisfather's
1930 Reo Speedwagon milk truck be-
fore school, and the old truck became
his first motorized transportation to
theairport "to seethe Curtiss Robins,
Airsedans, Curtiss Wright Juniors,
Travel Air 2000s , and a Ryan
Brougham or two."

During those visits, he met a can-
tankerous old codger named Shorty
who was renovating avery tired OX-
5-powered Waco Model 10. Some-
how, hisfather let him moonlight from
his daily farm chores enough to help
Shorty. Thanks to that, Bob's avia-
tion career was born and the course
of hislifewas charted for the next 65
years.

Bob tells about his first airplane
ride: "Regardlessof my many airport
visits, airplane washing, hangar
sweeping, and various other ploysto
promote an airplaneride, it wasn't until
the summer of 1938 that | got my first
ride-- in the big front seat of a Waco
Taperwing with a very frightened
young lady whose husband had dared
her to ride in an airplane. It was a
good ride, and | fell in love with the
Taperwing, an infatuation that has
lasted to this very day."

From Bob's meager dairy salary,
he managed to save $100 and invested
itinlearningtofly, beginningin 1939
ina50-hp J3 Cub. 1n 1940, Bob be-
gan working as abaggage handler for
Northwest Airlines and attending the
Aviation Trade School in Helena, MT.
However, WWII intervened and Bob
joined the Army Air Corps, eventu-
ally working as a Sub Depot Crew
Chief maintaining P-38s, P-40s, and
B-17s and also serving as a Flight
Engineer/Gunner.

After the War, he returned to the
Butte Airport. Says Bob, "Many
changes were in the works. A group
of ex-Gls were in the process of set-

Bob Richardson in his natural habitat: with an airplane.
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From Barbara

Living in Paradise

Dear readers, you al know from
past issuesthat Michael and | havejust
moved to Tenkiller Airpark in
Cookson. What you may not know is
how peaceful and inspiring this place
isfor us. For example, as| write this
I'm looking out through adliding glass
door to the runway, which appears as
avast green meadow, flanked on the
south side by tall oak trees. Glancing
to my right | see mountainsin the dis-
tance. Looking out another large win-
dow to my left | see Mary Kelly Park
withitsbeautifully graceful pinetrees,
outdoor tables, benches, and largefire
pit wherethe neighbors gather for bon-
fires and impromptu get-togethers.
The pinesremind me of homein Geor-
gia, and bring a warm sense of well
being.

Michael and | have developed the
habit of eating and spending evening
hours out on the front deck, looking
out on Lake Tenkiller and the homes
and hangars of our friends. The wind

ting up a new flight training school.
The good thing wasthat | came away
from that visit with a job as a
mechanic's helper at $125 amonth. It
mattered not that the only reason | got
thejob wasthat | waswilling to work
so cheap. Another condition of my
employment wasthat | also sign up to
be one of their first Gl Bill students,
giving the company a chance to un-
derwrite my salary and recruit a new
student at the same time! What a
break-- a job at the airport and the
prospect of learning to fly for free! It
didn't get any better than that in 1946!"

Bob completed his Private Pilot
and A&E Mechanic training on the
G.1. Bill. Healso became part owner
in the Waco Taperwing he first rode
in. He soon became a Designated
Aircraft Inspector and later received
an Inspection Authorization. Astime
went on, he became more and more
involved with the Butte Airport, even-
tually becoming its General Manager
in1954. Meanwhile, in 1951, he mar-
ried Margaret Egan and their only
child Mary was born four years later.

In 1959, Bob went to work for the
Federal Aviation Agency asaGeneral
Aviation Inspector, and the family
moved to Ft. Worth, TX. In 1969, he
became Principal Maintenance Inspec-

continued on p. 11.

blows our hair while we peacefully
watch apair of hawksthat seemto have
taken up residence on our bluff, riding
the wind currents higher and higher.

One of the most fun things about
the airpark is that many people have
designed their hangars to match the
outside décor of their homes. Because
of that, the airpark has a beautifully
planned appearance without clutter and
mismatched out-buildings. If ahouse
isstone, the hangar isat least trimmed
with the same stone. Whereahouseis
mainly constructed of brown wood, so
isthehangar. Weeven havealog-sided
home with alog-sided hangar!

Michael and | have so many hopes
for happiness here. We have plansfor
renovating and enlarging the house, and
we need to quickly put up alarger han-
gar. But the one thing that needs no
improvement isthe God-given beauty
and peace of thisplace. Joeand Mary
knew what they were doing when they
envisioned a future for Tenkiller Air-
park.

Comeandvisit here- by air or car.
We have agreat place for you to pitch
your tent, and an FBO with very nice
men's and women's bathrooms, com-
plete with clean showers. Our cour-
tesy car can take you up to the Smoke
House Restaurant for a hearty catfish
or BBQ meal, or just down theroad to
The Stampede for agreat buffet. And
though I'm no fisherman, | hear the
fishing'swonderful. And the water is
still warm-- Michael and our friend Ken
Cook were water skiing one morning
thisweek by 8:30AM!

The folks here are great - atmo-
sphere beautiful-- and besides, it's the
home of The Oklahoma Aviator! It
realyisavirtua paradise! Pleaseshare
our joy at Tenkiller Airpark!
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Cookson, OK 74427
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Up With Downs

Earl Downs

Flight Training- The
Way It Was

Arentmoderntrainer planesjust won-
derful? We have completedud controls
for safety, intercoms and radios for com-
munications, and highly quaifiedingtruc-
tors to keep the whole training process
safe. I'll admit that it isalittle annoying
whenyour ingructor givesyou some™ad-
vice' just asplit second beforeyouwould
havefigured it out yoursdlf but, after al,
ingructors have a need to express ther
"fedings’ just like everyonedse. | have
been flight ingtructing in al kinds of air-
planessince 1961 and use dl themodern
conveniences that are available. But, of
course, people were learning to fly long
before | got into the game and it hasn't
aways been as safe and effective asitis
now. If you ever get a little frustrated
during your training, just pauseamoment
to reflect on what it waslike in the early
daysof aviation.

It probably doesn't surpriseyou that
theWright Brotherswerethefirst torec-
ognize the value of training. The idea
that they smply flew their invention for
the first time on December 12, 1903,

without preparation, couldn't be further
from the truth. The Wrights Brothers
werethefathersof modern aviation, but
they were not daredevils. They made
many hundredsof glider flightsfor three
years before they flew the powered ma-
chine. In 1903, they added an engine
(built by Charlie Taylor) to their previ-
oudly-developed design and flew it with
skillslearned and practiced over thepre-
vious years. By 1907, the Wrights had
devel oped atwo-placetrainer version of
their airplane. Inthisplane, both the pi-
lot and student sat upright on theleading
edgeof thelower wing. Both pilotscould
manipulate the controls and, incredibly,
no seatbelts were used. The pilots just
hung on for dear life!
Asairplanesmatured, sodidtraining.
By the onsat of World War Oneit became
clear that Sitting in afusedlage was much
better than being perched onthewing. To
reducedrag, thefusdagewasusudly very
narrow which necessitated the pilots be-
ing positioned one in front of the other.
This tandem cockpit arrangement made
communication difficult so an early type
of intercomwasdeveloped. Thissystem,
cdleda"gossport,” wasderived fromships
and was smply arubber tube connected
to an ear pad in the student's leather hel-
met. The ingructor spoke into a funnel
on hisend of thetubeand it worked quite
well (1 had oneof theseonmy 1941 Ryan
PT-22). The student could not reply to
theingtructor ontheearly versions, butin
those days | guess they didn't think stu-
dents had much of importancetosay. A
story told by aWWII ingtructor Sttingin
thefront seet of the PT 17 trainer planeis
aclear exampleof what iscdled"afailure
to communicate.” It seemsthat his Stu-
dent dlowed the planeto enter aprolonged
dive. Theinstructor ordered, "pull your
noseup!” Stll diving, heyeled into his
gossport again, "pull your noseup!!" Still
no response, so the instructor turned
around inhisopen cockpit to givethestu-

dent his"evil eye" andwasamazed a what
he saw. There was the student, holding
his nosetightly with hishand, pulling up
on it as hard as he could. Nobody ever
sadingtructing would be easy.
Personally, | like the training sys-
tem used by John and Alfred Moisant
at their school in 1910. They used
single-place Bleriot monoplanesas pri-
mary trainer planes. Thestudentswere
first lectured ontheart of flying. Then
they moved to a cockpit section that
was mounted on gimbals. As a stu-
dent made control inputs, helpers
moved the cockpit to "simulate” the
motions of flight. Next they learned
how to takeoff and land in a clipped-
wing single-place plane called the Pen-
guin. It had just enough wing areato
allow the solo student to hop off the

ground afoot or so before it fell back
to earth. Then, on to the real thing!
Flying from a large field, they made
only short hopsat first, followed by in-
structor critiques. Remember, the in-
structor watched from the ground be-
cause thiswas asingle place airplane.
After much practicethey were allowed
tofly straight for amile. When the stu-
dent could master afew turns, without
crashing, they were considered trained.
Sounds like this might provide agood
format for anew TV "reality” show.

Letssee, theingtructor never got into
the planeand the student took all therisks
(asdid the poor airplane). Sounds good
tome! | wonder what theinsurancerates
were?

Comments  or
earldowns@hotmail.com

guestions?

¥
51ST ANNUAL FAIRVIEW FLY-IN AND AIRSHOW

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2002
FAIRVIEW OKLAHOMA MUNICIPAL AIRPORT

6AM-10AM

WORLD’S OLDEST FREE FLY-IN AND AIRSHOW

FREE SATURDAY BREAKFAST FOR FLY-INS

LUNCH AVAILABLE 11AM-1PM

AIR SHOW 1:30 PM

* Greg Shelton- YAK-55

« Randy Harris- Skybolt

e Tony Wood- Sukhoi SU 26M

Pilots L ounge,
Conference Room,
Rentals, Courtesy
Car, DTN Weather

ML

AVIATION INSURANCE
GROUP, LTD.

CLAREMORE
REGIONAL AIRPORT

Rated #1 in Oklahoma by the FAA for 1999
Rental Aircraft Now Available

ATTENTION: Unicom/CTAF has changed to: 122.70

WHERE AVIATION IS NOT JUST A SIDELINE
COMPETITIVE RATES - WORLDWIDE
AIRCRAFT - PRIVATE - COMMERCIAL

MEXICAN INSURANCE - MARINE - FBOs - AGRIBIZ

ComeFly In for
Hamburgerson the
Weekends

CALL TOLL FREE

- 3 » Oklahoma Barnstormer RC Modelers
FOR ALL OF YOUR AIRPORT NEEDS....CALL * And More!
* Field Closesat 1:00PM
9”7 LBR Inc. Airport Consultants
108 TERMINAL BLILDING WILEY POST AIRPORT BETHANY, B 73008
FEL SORTIORIE  wewLBNOKnom: Tt A00T80-008 FREE TURKEY TO EVERY 10TH PLANE TO LAND!
L VT o e, Fownter o T A, . T ] | FOR INFORMATION CALL (580)227-3788 OR (580)227-2760
FBO Hours: ifier: 100LL: $2.20 Weekdays _
8:00-5:00- 7 days New Identifier: GCM $2.00 Weeken>(/js . Winas As Eagles
Tel: 918-343-0931 n Cash or Air BP Card — g 9
Fax: 918-343-1619 y — JetA: $2.05

Wings As Eagles

Aviation Medicine
Dr. Guy Baldwin Tulsa OK
wWww.acrodoc.com

-——___—__—.::jfﬂ We challenge other companies

is proud to support the
Oklahoma Aviator!

to do the same.

For flight physicals or
answers to aviation medical
guestions, give us a call.

5506 North Rockwell

1-800-654-4215 1-800-825-2828
Bethany, OK 73008

405-495-4230
CALL AVIATION INSURANCE GROUP, LTD BEFORE RENEWING YOUR AIRCRAFT INSURANCE

Wings as Eagles, 11445 E. 20th, Tulsa, OK 74128 918-437-7993

Note our new phone: 918-457-3330
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ATP, CFII-MEI

ASK TH

BY DE. GUY BALDWIN

Senior Aviation Medical Examiner

= DOCTOR
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Counterfeit Medications

In this month's Federal
Aerosurgeon's Medical Bulletin,
there was a good article by a Doc-
tor Goodman about counterfeit
medications. Prior to that, | had
not actually heard much about
counterfeit medications, but my
patients tell me that medicines for
blood pressure control, diabetes,
and other illnesses can be pur-
chased by mail order from Canada,
Mexico, and other places. | am
also aware they are available over
the Internet. Patients who take
this route obviously get a better

price than they would in the U.S.

However, there are obvious
risks. Since patients cannot be
sure of the source of such medica-
tions, they cannot be sure of
whether or not the medications are
counterfeit. Counterfeit medica-
tions may not be efficacious, i.e.,
blood pressure medicine may not
actually control blood pressure. In
fact, the possibility exists that
counterfeit medications may actu-
ally exacerbate the condition they
are purporting to treat or may
cause other problemsthat might in-
terfere with apilot's ability to per-
form his/her duties.

Inthe U.S., organizations such
as the World Health Organization
collect and disseminate informa-
tion about counterfeit medications.
And of course, the federal Food
and Drug Administration controls
the approval, manufacture, and
distribution of medications to the
general public.

As an aeromedical examiner, it
is critical that | take a good his-

Aircraft Refinishing

Jerry- 918-663-8338

AEROGRAPHICS - Complete Painting

* Touchup & Detailing
* Dealers Welcomel!

Double Eagle Airport, Haskell, OK 74436, 918-482-5570, FAX- 918-482-3290

Chris- 918-629-5570

tory of the medications being used
by airmen. And it goes without
saying that we need to be sure the
medications airmen are taking are
actually doing thejob. So, my rec-
ommendation isto "bite the bullet”
and buy your medicine herein the
good ol' U.S. of A-- it may cost
more, but you can be much more
sure of where it comes from and
what it really is! And that istruly
important to those who fly air-
planes.

If you have any questions re-
garding this article or anything re-
lated to it, do not hesitate to con-
tact my office at 918-437-7993.

1978 Maule M5-235C SN 7165C
N6140M TTAFE >850, IFR,
GPS, DME, Loran, Intercom,
fresh annual, aux fuel, Cub yellow
wi/black stripe. Ready to buy and
fly-needs nothing but gasand oil.
$62,500.00. Bob 918-274-8585
eves. & weekends. All calls
returned. Breezy 1@att.net

FLASH!
Dr. Guy Baldwinisnow an accom-
plished airshow performer, having
flown aerobatic routinesin his Ex-

Qassic Arcraft

tra 300 at Airshow Oklahoma and ATLE S Sall Snge&

, : R e- Rur chase TwWnBEg ne
the Claremore Will Rogers Air Arfrane Arcraft Nint
Show. Lateword hasit that he may Fover pl ant $35/ H
also appear at the Fairview Fly-In | renecti o

and Airshow.

1949 PIPER FOR SALE et R T
PA-16 Clipper, 4-place, tailwheel, P do—F
stick control, electric starter, 115 =

hp. New ceconite and paint in
1999 with lots of new items.
$22,000 obo. Don Banks,
Stillwater, 405/372-8674. Prefer
e-mail,djbanks5@juno.com. Can
send photos.

520 Airport R Hangar #7
Qithrie, K(QXK 73044
405- 520- 4692/ 405- 417- 3890
405- 282- 5726 ( Answ Machi ne)

=P e e A N
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ull-Service FBO- Ada Municipal Airport (ADH)

Named Oklahoma Airport of the Year
6203-Ft Runway - AWOS PH: 580-310-6062 FAX: 580-421-7721

Complimentary Gourmet Chocolate Airplane for All Our Customers

All Brands of Oil
Maintenance- From QOil
Change to Overhaul-
Recips & Turbines

All Major Credit Cards
Pilots Lounge

Catering

* Aircraft Rental

Phillips 66 Jet-A & 100LL Premium Fuels .
Hangars Available .
24-Hr Call Out T

Aircraft Detailing

Rental Cars | = .
Courtesy Car .
Conference Room .
WSI & DTN Weather

Don't forget Oklahoma’s Best Bar-B-Q minutes from the airport!

EXPERIENCE TRUE TEXAS HOSPITALITY!

Gainesville, Texas
Unicom 123.0 AWOS 118.375

ﬁn’:l'f bp NEW AIR BP DEALER
100LL- $1.79 Weekdays- Self Service

$1.74 weekends- Self Service
$1.89 Full Service

Avcard, CAA, Phillips Into-
Plane & UVAIr Discounts

JetA- $155 change wihout naice
«Open 24 Hours- 7 Days/Week  *DTN WX Satellite System  +Conference Room
Attendant on call after 5:00 PM  *5 Mins to Outlet Mall *Courtesy Cars (3)
*Major Credit Cards Accepted 18 Hole Golf Course *Pilot Lounge
Including Multi-Service & 940-668-4565  940-665-6884 Fax

www.gainesville.tx.us/GMAindex.shtml
email: airport@cooke.net

I SPARKS AVIATION CENTER
’k‘ TULSA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

¥ HANGAR 23
918-835-2048
@ Unicom 122.95 3
Jet A 24-Hour Service 100LL
Courtesy Van Home of Autopilots
Rental Cars - Avionics
Catering I nstruments
Restaurant AUTOPh_OTS M aintenance
Hangaring CENTRAL.. !nteriors
Phone: 918-836-6418 FAX: 918-832-0136
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Huffman AeroCraftsmen

...Expertise in the design, fabrication, and restoration
of experimental ,classic, and antique airplanes

Mike Huffman
B Over 25 years experience in
hands-on aircraft building
H A&P Mechanic
B Masters degree in engineering
W Experienced pilotin experimen-
tal and antique airplanes

Services Offered
B Custom ground-up build and res-
torations for discerning clients
B Design of complete aircraft and/or
modifications
B Fabric covering

Technologies
Welding

Sheet metal
Composites
Fabric covering
Wood

Systems

P PRATL . w3t
Stinson 108-2- Best Custom
Classic- Oshkosh

éteen Skybolt- Owned by
John Denver

Stearman N2S-3- Best Military
Classic- Oshkosh

Bede BD-8- Cover/feature Quickie Q-200- Built for a Fairchild F24-W40- Second
article in Sport Aviation client restoration for one client

Now acceptings bookings for Fall 2002

32432 S. Skyline Drive, Cookson, OK 74427

918-457-3330 OklahomaAviator@earthlink.net
LOCATED ON THE BEAUTIFUL TENKILLER AIRPARK

SOUTH THLSA'S PREMIER RO

30-YEAR ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL
CORNERSTONE PRICE
100L L - $1.669

Aircraft Sales, Leasing, & Rental
Flight School

Aircraft Parts and Accessories
Maintenance

Lasergrade Computerized Testing PHILLIPS

|

1
Full Service FBO @

Jet A and Avgas

WSI Computerized Weather

Hangar Storage Up to Challenger

Catering

Power Carts

Unicom 122.95

Lav Service

Lounge with Pool Table

Conference Room

Snooze Room

Mens and Womens Showers

Free Otis Spunkmeyer Cookies and Popcorn

FLIGHT SCHOOL
918-299-2646
800-331-5550

Located at Tulsa Riverside (RVS)

Cessna

& Tewirom CorgesTy

JET CENTER
918-298-6650
877-331-5550

Lindy Jackson Receives OPA Vic
Jackson Memorial Scholarship

by Amy McCue

The field was tough. Approxi-
mately 20 applicants applied for this
year’sVic Jackson Memorial Schol-
arship. The scholarship committee
was lead by Jim Johnson who along
with Karen Baskin, Stew Pulley,
Mike Grimes, and Dean Ritter, had
the dubious task of picking the re-
cipient. After narrowing thefieldto
three finalists, the panel chose Ms.
Lindy Jackson as this year’s schol-
arship winner.

Ms. Jackson is originally from
Mansfield, TX, but isworking on her
aviation degree at Southeastern Okla-
homa State University in Durant, OK.
Sheisasenior whoiscurrently work-
ing on her commercial pilot certifi-
cate. She belongsto many organiza-
tions including the Girl Scouts,
Women in Aviation International,
AOPA, and the 99s. She also works
as a tutor and volunteers at a
women'’s shelter. She has made the
Dean’s List and the President’s List,
while asoworking asabartender and
waitress. Her most recent position
was at the Grayson County Airport.
That’s not all, though: in addition to
everything else, Ms. Jackson is the
mother of a beautiful baby girl who
turned one year old on September 5.

Ms. Jackson took her first flight
at the age of eight in Myrtle Beach,
SC and knew from that moment she
would someday be a pilot. She
hopes to combine her love of flying
and photgraphy into a career in
aerial photography. In the near fu-
ture, Ms. Jackson plans to work to-
ward her Masters in Aviation at
SOSU and finish her needed ratings.

[Ed- The Vic Jackson Memorial
Scholarship is a major service
project of the Oklahoma Pilots
Association(OPA) headquartered at
Wiley Post Airport in OKC. Vic
Jackson, who died of cancer about
twel ve years ago, was the son of Tom

and Regina Jackson. As a lasting
tribute to Vic, Tom and Regina es-
tablished the scholarship in 1992,
to be awarded to a person with avia-
tion career aspirations. OPA sub-
sequently adopted the scholarship
as one of its service projects and,
every year since, has participated
in fundraising opportunities in its
support. A few years ago, they
raised enough money to create an
endowment and to become part of
the Oklahoma City Foundation,
which eased their fundraising re-
quirements somewhat. Sill, admin-
istering the scholarship takes a lot
of work. Inthewords of Frank Bice,
president of OPA, “ | do not envy the
scholarship committee in the diffi-
cult job of reviewing applications
and having to select just one recipi-
ent. | do appreciate each of them
for the time and effort they have and
will put into thisendeavor. OPA has,
for many years, been blessed with
members that are genuinely inter-
ested in aviation and all that goes
along with participation in group
activities. What do we get in return?
We get the satisfaction that goes
along with supporting effortsto per-
petuate something we fell very
deeply about— the freedom to fly
when we want, where we want, and
the genuine friendship of othersthat
feel the same way. Now, | ask you—
what more could you want?” |

Lindy Jackson isall smilesasshe
accepts the Vic Jackson Scholarship.

Name

SUBSCRIPTION FORM
If you would like The Oklahoma Aviator delivered to your mailbox, complete
this form and mail it with your $15.00 check to:

The Oklahoma Aviator
32432 S. Skyline Drive, Cookson, OK 74427

Subscribers, please check your mailing label to determine if you are still
current. If your subscription Is about to expire, please send in your $15.00
check so that you can keep receiving the paper for another next year.

Bus. Name

Address

City/State/ZIP

Telephone

Email

Note our new phone: 918-457-3330
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Powrachute's Powered Parach!

beknownst to us, earlier intheday the Ex-
travaganza had seen a mass launch of a
easy for meto stroll among them, only a  record 125 PPCsin the space of 34 min-
few feet away asthey take off and land.  utes 15 seconds! The whole company--
These peopleare having fun! about 20 people-- help with the event as
do people and organiza-
tionsfromtheloca com-
munity and Powrachute
dedlers from around the
country. A contingent of
folks has traveled dl the
way fromthePeoplesRe-
public of Chinato attend.
Dawn hands us dinner
ticketsand wegetinline
for barbecue. Shehasset
up the dinner to handle
750 people, which could
turn into a nightmare of
long lines and hungry
people. However, everd
separate lines have been
provided, so we soon dl
have our food.

Looking around the
tablesof peopleeatingand
talking, we see that pow-
ered parachuting attracts
awide variety of people, young and old.
The cost of PPCs is rdatively low and
training can bedonequickly (in compari-
sonto, say, fixed-wing arplanetraining).
And, because thereisno requirement for

continued from p. 1.

An intimate dinner for 750 tired enthusiasts.

Welook up Dawn Bonet, Marketing
Director for Powrachute, whois predict-
ably running around like the proverbia
chicken. Thisisthethird day of the Ex-
travaganzaand shehasher handsfull. Un-

PPC drivers having fun! Those
dotsin the sky are other PPCs.

“The Sky’s the Limit!”

An event like the Extravaganza
could only happen in America.

= R V 8§

T

Tulsa International Airport and Richard L. Jones, Jr. Airport:
Serving Air Travel, Aerospace Business, and General Avation

Come Fly with Us!

918-838-5000

Uu L

www.tulsaairports.com
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amedicd certificate, the
gport obvioudy atractsits
share of the grey-haired
segment of thepopulation.

After dinner, we go
looking for Bob Hawkins,
the Powrachute dealer
from Claremore, OK and
find him ditting with his
family near theflight line.
Bob has been here since
Thursday and his nose
showsthe effects of three
days of perfect sunny
wegther. Astheafternoon
winds down and prepara-
tionsfor theevening activi-
ties begin, Barbara asks
Bob many questionsabout
PPC training and he pa-
tiently answers.

With twilight de-
scending, Bob runsoff to
helpwiththeevening pre-
sentation and we settlein
our lawn chairsto watch.
First onthe evening'sac-
tivitieswas to be apara
chute jump from a pow-
ered parachute (say
again?), but darkness
comeson beforeit canbe
accomplished. However,
darknessisperfect for the

“Pyro Bill’s’ machine, with a go-cart-looking
chassis, a Rotax 912 for power, strobes, colored
lights, and a multitude of pyrotechnic tubes.

WWW.HOWARDAIRCRAFT.COM

Specializing in the sale, acquisition,
& brokerage of Cessna 210 Centuri-
ons and other quality high-perfor-
mance aircraft.

Offering these 210's and other piston singles & twins:
1974 C-172M, 1800 SMOH, NDH, All Logs, New P & 1in 2000, Dig Coms, Loran, 9/8+
m1964 C-210D, 74 FRMN, Garmin-430, KX-125, STEC-50, WX-9, Fuel Flow, JPI, Uvalde

W1966 T-210F 3775 TT, 185 FRMN, COLOR EFIS HSI, KLN-90B, GEM, NEW P&l
1975 T-210L, 2823 TT, 160 on Custom Airmotive eng/prop, NEW IE_)aunt
1976 \/35B, 489 FRMN, 3-owner, dry weEt :[TX I‘?Ilane NDH, King IFR, S

C
X-10,

lass, Leather!!
C- 50 9/ 7+
oat Kit-B, NDH STOL clean & rare !

400 AP, GEM Horton STOL Leather il

e
ey L

1930 C-U206, 3330 TT, 76 FRMN/Pro
m1980 C-210N, 3990 TT, 1341 SMOH,

Riverside Airport Office Now Open!
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Phone: 918-296-4326

E-mail: dan@howardaircraft.com

n. np. vnu -TlnFn. nFnﬂ‘.iﬁ\F |le' (¥R

Note our new address: 32432 S. Skyline Drive, Cookson, OK 74427; email: OklahomaAviator @earthlink.net



ute Fly-In

Extravaganza,

gl

When a cow’s gotta go, she's gotta go, no matter what is going on around her!

next activity: aPPC flown by Bill Amyx
(aka"PyroBill") and equipped with col -
ored lightsand severa strobesfliesover
thefield. Hethen circlesaround and be-
ginsapyrotechnic show, with fireworks
shooting out theback of themachine (uh,
dofireworksand nylonfabricmix well??).

WEel, he lives through the first pass
and begins asecond one. Suddenly the
earth explodes from below with pyro-
technic "bomb bursts" aimed seemingly
at Bill. Eachloud boom rattles our ear-
drumsand beatson our chests. Bill starts

shooting back, with Roman-candle-like
rounds aimed at the ground from the
bottom of the machine. Thisonly "an-
gers' theground troopseven more, caus-
ing them to shoot more bomb bursts.
Back and forth the battle rages, for more
than 15 minutes, during which atotal of
more than 2000 bomb bursts are heard,
seenand felt.

Surely, by thistimeBill must betoast.
But, no, on he flies through the smoke.
At last the bomb bursts subside and Bill
emergestriumphant, thistimewiththeun-

nurraay al Tulsa kmiarmational A perl
In peicbtian to parts end plot supplias Aroraf

Ly Tl .Bd.EPIEI‘E and relur
Aercall Speciall

www . aircraft-specialties.com or 800-
Mircratt Spacialies Sarvioss s pour compiste one stop aircref parts and pio

can fhy-in, drive=in, ar amles or-ine 24 hours 8 dey Sevsen Seys 8 waak

Sarvicas i Iocated al #6880 North Shardan Aoad in Tulsa, just

maching work winch includes their ml.raui'

siee| enging parts; cransshalt, ecling
ez CONDMoNn

Hian oMers thie isbest in digetal cramieshal? balancing and ey haroe recently

all hardware. Their goal & %0 be your complete ona slop aicral parls supercermar,

adced a
Stop w%&hup an-ling ioday, Anceatl Specialies Sevices,
1

YOUR ONE STOP AIRCRAFT
PARTS SUPERCENTER

;9252

e bers. You
_ Aicraft Specallies
aal fram the general avation

reices =8l allers the lnest i aicmaft anging
raxcision Recordilioning, They can take your proven
rods, rackar afms, tappel bodes, countsrwelghts, and

S&wal UL EIFR

Note our new phone: 918-457-3330

cont’'d

derside of his canopy (which depicts an
Americanflag) illuminatedinthedarkness
by afloodlight on the PPC structure be-
low. The crowd goeswild!

Theevening activitiesare capped of f
by drawing for two door prizes. Thefirgt
isabrand-new Powrachute Pegasustwo-
place PPC, won by Allen Clough of Perry,
KS. ThesecondisaParaite Top 80 Sky-
Cruiser foot-launched PPC, won by Tim
Doughty of Kansas City, MO.

The next morning, after a good
night's rest, we return to the field, hop-
ing to round up Bob for our first training
flight. But, das, acold front has come
through and thewind istoo high. Wesit
down for a great breskfast in the main
tent and wait around for awhile to talk
with Eddie Johnson, President of
Powrachute. Outside, a bunch of kids
areplaying onafort madefrom hay baes
left over fromlast night. Another young
manisflying asquare-parachute-shaped
kiteinthebrisk wind and his Sheltiedog
ishavingawonderful timechasingitand
barking.

The place hasthet last-day fed-- ev-
erybody ispacking up and leaving-- sowe
decide to do the same. Aswe are walk-
ing around thetent toward thecar, | seea
PPC that is different from the rest-- it is
oneof Steve Snyder'sorigina machines,
now dmog 20yearsol d-- il beingflown
by "Rockin™ John Carr, a writer for
Ultraflight Magazine. Weve come full
circle-- our vist iscomplete and we hap-
pily begin the drive home. Thanks to
Powrachute for another great Extrava

b3 .

Breezy Sunday funin a aalefrt.

of Steve Snyder’soriginals, flown
by “ Rockin” John Carr

= Engine design kased on Lycoming 350 ¢, |,
W Stalic balanted cannesling rods and pistons
B Millanniam sizsdand casl cylingers

5 il mep with imprewed. high Sew
iduclian sysiem
5 Dynamically balancad VAR slec| crankshall

B inmnhrm camskaf istake ® Carburedor ar fial iﬂnj'[- avadakin
& exbausi valwe |obe desige B [moreved crankcase wilh minlomed cylisder deck,

| balancad oil systam and ksl ke Wbricalion
i B Two yoars parks and Ebor warmaniy
2 Taking exbrame measares b swsare quality, eelfabilily and sevice,
MERICA'S
a1l RCRAFT EMNMGIMES, inc

Fuppimy Addeee 7308 W, Sreadey, [olWewls (0 T4E71 = Muwling fddmer 70 Baxg 307430, Teley, OF TLISE-T45]
Tall Frww QN0 ITT-13T] = RIE I75-3000 = FAE WIEI70-J000 = Lk gn op of ;58 Dusew snerm, 1om Wb wleiS eseSond, sem
P, Covilind Bwpair Stetion IAXFITIL
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Scenes from the Claremore Will Rogers Airshow

-~ 4
-

A unique sight-- a P-51 flying in
formation with an F-15!-- part of
the USAF’s new Heritage Flights.
B T

by

“Whaddya pointing the camera thisway, dummy?-- the airshow isthe ather way!”

Airshows are fun-- and noisy--
thanks for your help, Dad!!

Ifj"'

NEVER, | repeat, NEVER park

450-hp Stearman making smoke-- _ _ _ _ your car where it does not belong
classic airshow fare, past & present!  ElenaKlemovich, Russan aerobatic champion, after her spectular performance. when Guy Baldwin isin charge!

l:nn SUPERIOR QUALITY

oa| FLY

Oklahoma 0 KLAH QMA

Airport

Prcinshenav ‘nawkeye iner:huteg Inc

SALES - SERVICE - TFIAIHIHG :

Serving theinterests of the owners and operators
of all airportsin Oklahoma

For information or application contact Debra Coughlan, Executive
Director OAOA, P. O. Box 581838, Tulsa, OK 74158

Telephone 918.838.5018  Fax 918.838.5405 500 5, L:v.'_nn F.!i-:I-:r..:.Ell'I:I. #2323, Claremore, OK 74017, 918-284-0032, FAX 918-341-6256

Ll

The Oklahoma Aviator, October 2002, Page 8 Note our new address: 32432 S. Skyline Drive, Cookson, OK 74427; email: OklahomaAviator @earthlink.net



Classified Advertisements

To place a plain-text classified ad, mail us the text along with a check- $0.35/word/month- $15/month minimum. Call/email for custom ads rates with graphics- 918-457-3330, OklahomaAviator@earthlink.net

OPEN T-HANGARS NOW

AVAILABLE- $65/MONTH
Gundy’'sAirport
3-1/2mi E. of Hwy 169 on 76th &t. N
Owasso, OK 74055
918-272-1523
www.randywieden.com/gundy

'3
e T
& ) K
1 : 7
e
Ry
b A
H
e
<

Snake Creek Wilder ness
Airpark Property Available

Located on beautiful Tenkiller Lake

Paved runway- 2800’ with 700" overrun
Beautiful restricted homesites with lake view
Nicest airpark community in Central U.S.

www.tenkillerlake.com

Cookson, OK

For More Info & Directions, Call:
918-457-3458
918-260-7727

Angel Flight,Inc.

Volunteers flying people in
need.

To learn more about how you can
help someone in need, contact
Angel Flight.

www.angelflight.com
918-749-8992

FELKINS AIRCRAFT
FAA CRSWNKR918K
2860 N. Sheridan Rd
Tulsa, OK 74115

« Dynamic Propeller
Balancing-
MORE Program Compliant

* Aircraft Weighing-
Up to 100,000 Lbs

* Mobile Service
* Group Rates

Established 1988
918-585-2002 918-834-0864

FAA Medical Certificates
John C. Jackson, D.O.

M

410 Cherokee, Wagoner, OK 74467
Office: 918-485-5591
FAX: 918-485-8455
Wagoner Community Hospital:
918-485-5514
email: formula@ionet.net

Flight Instruction
Chad Nail, CFll

Northeast Oklahoma Area

918-341-9696
918-230-6245 (cell)

WANTED
Cessna 150, 152, or ? To Lease
For Dual Instruction at Skiatook Airport

Kevin Conner
918-371-6791 (home)
918-269-3361 (cell)

PART-TIME FLIGHT
INSTRUCTORSWANTED

Western Oklahoma Sate College in
Altus, OK is hiring part-time CFIs or
CFlIsfor immediate employment in its
Aviation Program.

For Information:
Call or email Ken Stege, 580-477-7880,

ken.stege@wosc.edu

Hanger Home- Thompson Private
Airport. Near Tuttle, OK. 3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Baths, open floor plan, 1350
sg. ft. home, 3 car gar., storm cellar,
cov. patio, 1.8 acres, 3000 ft. lighted
runway, 2500 sg. ft. hanger w/office.
$99,900 call Sandy! RE/MAX Tri-City

405-381-2522

Cleveland Municipal Airport (95F)
NEW FUEL SYSTEM
24-hr self service w/credit card
100LL- $1.79/GAL!
Cleveland, OK, 918-358-5831.

The Right Approach

"o BORTHWEST ARKAMSAS
ANIONICS, INC
5404 MRPOAT BLYD
FORT SMITH, AR, T332
15071) E45-2001

MORTHRVEST
ARKAMSAD
ENIOMNICE, INC.

Certified Bepair Station QM ARDS K
Fart Smith Municapal Airpor

Beabetter Pilot! Sharpen sKills,
broaden aviation knowledge and
break bad habitsby training with
Earl C. Downs, ATP, CFII, A&P.
Antiques, classics, modern aircraft.
Taildragger training in 1946 Champ.
Flight reviews, ground training.
EAA Flight Advisor. Forty-one
yearsexperiencein flight and
ground training.

Be the best you can bel!
Golden AgeAviation, Inc,
Cushing, OK.
918-225-7374 (Home & Office)

Email: earldowns@hotmail.com

FOR SALE
AVGAS FOR $1.99 A GALLON
(subject to change)

Available Self Service Only
24 Hours a Day at
GOLDSBY’SDAVID J. PERRY

AIRPORT
New Identifier 1K4 (Prev. OK-14)

Master Card, VISA,
Discover, Diners Club, and
American Express cards
are accepted.

We dso have open T-hangars for rent.
Call Vergie @ 405-288-6675.

ULTRALIGHT AVIATION
Tulsa, OK
918-724-0821
randy @ultralightaviation.com
www.ultralightaviation.com

HANGAR FOR SALE
SeminoleMunicipa Airport (H45)
60 x 50 engineered stedl building with
diding folding doors- officewith heat
& air, restroom and closet. Contact
Jm Goff, days 918-486-8411 or
nights918-279-1110

CLAREMORE REGIONAL
AIRPORT
Now has hangars availablefor sale,
starting at $68K

For infocall Dan
918-695-2758

Speed Craft Interiors

Aircraft Upholstery
Gundy’sAirport
Owasso, OK
Call 918-272-9863
John & Jane Fisher Owner/Opr.

FAA-Certified Repair, Overhaul,
And Dynamic Balancing
Over 20 Years Experience

Dynamic balancing half-price with
overhaul or major repair.

Remember!
If it shakes don’t delay!
Call Dr. Dan Today!

in Owasso, OK
Phone# (918) 272-3567
FAX# (918) 272-7664
email: PropDoc@aol.com

Note our new phone: 918-457-3330

AIRPLANE
HANGAR DOORS

*Custom built tilt doors any size
*M odification, maintenance and
repair of any existing doors or

buildings

Oakes Welding and Fabrication
Sand Springs, OK
918-865-8949 or 918-625-5739

Fully insured, in business since
1995. References available.

Lloyd Stelljes

Stedl Clear Span Buildings
Construction Management

E!-ﬁﬂfﬁﬂ?h

8501 Highway 271 South, Suite C
Fort Smith, Arkansas 72908
Phone 501-646-0747 FAX 501-649-3435
Toll Free 888-572-3322
(888-LSB-3322)

Mini Storage Buildings- Aircraft Hangars|

Airpark Homes for Sale- Tulsa Area
#1 Gundy’s- 2600 sf home, pool, shop,
and room to build hangar. $239,000. #2
Sandridge- home with 5 acres and 40’ x
48" hangar. $170,000. #3 Sageewah-
nearly new brick 2481-sf home with 50’ x
60’ hangar. $208,000. Sallie Coltharp-
RE/MAX Executives, 918-274-1600 or
918-272-7255
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Calendar of Events

For a free listing of your event, email us at OklahomaAviator@earthlink.net or call 918-457-3330. To allow time for printing and publication, try to notify us at least two months prior to the event.

WHEN WHAT WHERE CONTACT DETAILS
1st Thursday Dinner Meg}rﬁér%ﬁ?m‘gﬁﬁgms Assoc gvli'lgﬁo';‘]):tc’?gp%ﬁ Helen Holbird- 405-942-6308
1st Saturday Fly-In Breakfast- Ponca City Ponca City Airport, Don Nuzum- nuzum@poncacity.net Held rain or shine
7:30AM-10:00AM Aviation Boosters Club Ponca City, OK Bruce Eberle- 580-762-5735

Ist Saturday

Aerobatics

Claremore Municipal Airport
Claremore, OK

Sheri McKenzie
918-343-0931

Go to Ponca City for breakfast, then come to
Claremore for hamburgers and aerobatics!

2nd Tuesday
6:30PM

Meeting- Women In Aviation

Spartan School of Aeronautics
Jones/Riverside Airport, Tulsa

Laura Yost- 918-850-1499

2nd Tuesday

Meeting- Spirit of Tulsa Squadron-
Commemorative Air Force
(formerly the Confederate Air Force)

Tulsa Technology Center
Jones/Riverside Airport, Tulsa

Jim Dagg 918-224-6293

Restoring 1942 PT-19. Hangar space and
workers needed

2nd Tuesday

Meeting- EAA Chapter 24

Aviation Tech Center
OKC Airport

Martin Weaver- 405-376-5488
pacer59f@juno.com

Start 7:00PM

2nd Wednesday
7:30PM

Meeting- Tulsa Cloud Dancers Balloon Club

Contact Frank Capps

Frank or Cheri Capps- 918-299-2979
aerosportballoon@hotmail.com

2nd Thursday
7:00PM

Meeting- Oklahoma Windriders Balloon Club

Metro Tech Aviation Career
Center, Oklahoma City, OK

Ron McKinney- 405-685-8180

For all balloon enthusiasts

3rd Saturday

Meeting- Green Country Ultralight Flyers
Organization (GCUFO)

Call 918-632-6UFO
for location and details

Bill Chilcoat- 918-827-6566

3rd Sunday

Tulsa Cloud Dancers Balloon Flight

Contact Frank Capps for

Frank or Cheri Capps- 918-299-2979

time/location aerosportballoon@hotmail.com

- - Joe Masek- 918-596-8860

3rd Monday Meeting- IAC Chapter 10 Contact Joe Masek for ime/place imasek@tulsacounty.org
3rd Monday : o A Bhrent Waddell- 918-371-5022
7:30PM Meeting- EAA Chapter 10 Gundy's Airport, Owasso, OK bwaddell@tulsa.oklahoma.net

3rd Thursday
7:00PM

Meeting- EAA Chapter 323

Sherman Municipal Airport
Sherman, TX

Billy Dollarhide- 903-868-7609
dollarhide @ti.com

For more information, visit our website:
www.eaa323.0rg

Saturday following 3rd
Monday

Pancake Breakfast- EAA Chapter 10

Gundy's Airport, Owasso, OK

Bhrent Waddell- 918-371-5022
bwaddell@tulsa.oklahoma.net

4th Tuesday
7:00PM

Tulsa Chapter 99s Meeting

Robertson Aviation,
Jones/Riverside Airport, Tulsa*

Charlene- 918-838-7044 or
Frances- flygrl7102@aol.com

*Unless othermwise planned. All women
pilots including students are welcome to
attend.

4th Thursday
7:30PM

Meeting- Vintage Airplane Association
Chapter 10

South Regional Library, 71st &
Memorial, Tulsa, OK

Charles Harris- 918-622-8400

Sep 30-Oct 11

Registration for Winter 2002 Term

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University-- Oklahoma City

Russ Tresner - 405-739-0397 or
oklahoma_city_center@cts.db.erau.edu

Call or email for more info or to get your
name on our mailing list.

Oct 19

Annual Flyln

Elm Creek Airpark 0TX6
Seguin, TX

E Staley- VEStaley@peoplepc.com
830-303-6577 or
http://elmcreekap.org

Rain Date: Sunday October 20th 10AM-4PM.
Lunch at noon. Raffle prizes.

Oct 25-27

Flying M Ranch Fly-In/Camp Out

Flying M Ranch Airport (7TA7)
Reklaw, TX

Dave Mason- 936-369-4362

Camp in the woods by your plane. Kids
fishing derby. Friday evening cookout, Sat
morning breakfast, Sat noon BBQ, Sat eve
awards dinner, Sun moming breakfast. Lots

of awards

Nov 9

51st Annual Fairview Airshow & Fly-In

Fairview Municipal Airport
Fairview, OK

Theresa Regier- 580-227-3788

Free breakfast to fly-ins 6-10AM, Airshow
1:30PM. Free turkey to every 10th plane to
land!

Dec 2-Jan 3

Registration for Spring 2003 Term

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University-- Oklahoma City

Russ Tresner - 405-739-0397 or
oklahoma_city_center@cts.db.erau.edu

Call or email for more info or to get your
name on our mailing list.

Mar 3-Mar 14

Registration for Spring 1l 2003 Term

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University-- Oklahoma City

Russ Tresner - 405-739-0397 or
oklahoma_city_center@cts.db.erau.edu

Call or email for more info or to get your
name on our mailing list.

AOPA Launches Ad Campaign to Counter Misinformation About GA

FREDERICK, MD - AOPA isgo-
ing to the general public with amajor
advertising campaign and new Web site
telling non-pilots the truth about gen-
eral aviation.

Ever sncethe September 11 attacks,
public misunderstanding of what GA is
and dl that it does has been an obstacle
to overcome. Beginning on Monday,
September 23, AOPA began turning ob-
stacle into opportunity with nationwide
newspaper adsintroducing the non-fly-
ing public to GA Serving America
(Wwww.GAservingAmericaorg). "Thisis
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the largest advertising campaign, espe-
cialy directed a opinionleadersand the
genera public, that we have ever con-
ceived," saidAOPA President Phil Boyer.
"We developed them to teach the gen-
erd publicand politicianshow vitd arole
GA playsin the nation's daily life. The
GA Serving AmericaWeb site doesjust
that, and the ads will draw peopletoit.”

All fiveadsintheseriesfeatureaquick
fact, an enlightening bit of information
about what GA is and does, and directs
the reader to the Web ste. GA Serving
Americaisamed primarily a non-pilots,

but can be useful to pilotsaswell, asthey
try to dispe misconceptions held by oth-
ersinthelr community. Itisateachingtool
that explainsall the many aspectsof gen-
erd aviation, andthecritica roleGA plays
in both a community as well as the na-
tiona economy.

Without generd aviation, the quaity
of lifein Americawoul d bevastly reduced.
Crop yields from our farms would drop
by 50%. There would be no overnight
shipment of packages. Business and in-
dustry would lose their competitive edge
in world markets. Lives would be lost

without emergency life flights. And 145
million peopleayear would haveno prac-
tical way toreachtheir travel destinations.

"By getting opinion leadersto visit
thisWeb site and share what they learn
with others, they, and their constitu-
ents, will be ableto makewell informed
and sound decisionsregarding general
aviation and theinfrastructure that sup-
portsit,” Boyer said. "Hopefully, they
will aso haveagreater appreciation for
their local community airport that serve
the needs of individuals, government,
and businessesalike.”

Note our new address: 32432 S. Skyline Drive, Cookson, OK 74427; email: OklahomaAviator @earthlink.net



Godspeed, Bob Richardson, cont’'d

continued from p. 2.

tor for the FAA in Houston, TX and
would later become Assistance Chief
in that office.

Bob movedto Tulsain 1975, serv-
ing as Chief of the Air Carrier District
Office (ACDO) and General Aviation
District Office (GADO) until hisre-
tirement in 1983.

My first personal experiencewith
Bob wasduring that period. | had fin-
ished restoring a1940 Fairchild 24W-
40 and was getting the paperwork in
order for the airplane to be licensed.
To my horror, | discovered that the
165-hp Warner Scarab engine on its
nose was not listed on the Type Cer-
tificate Data Sheet. The problem was
asuffix on the engine model number,
which through research | found indi-
cated that the crankshaft was oneinch
longer than the approved engines,
placing the propeller that much fur-
ther forward. What was | to do? |
carefully crafted my best argumentsas
to why the difference should not mat-
ter, gathered up the paperwork, and
went hat-in-hand to the GADO office.
| explained the problem to Bob, ex-
pecting a battle. Instead, he listened
to my story and then said simply,
"Well, you know, we gotta do what
wegottado to keep these old airplanes
flying." That was all that was ever
said.

After retirement and not yet done
with aviation, Bob began his"second
career" as an aviation consultant,
teaching aviation courses around the
Tulsaareaand serving asaDesignated
Airworthiness Inspector. He worked
extensively with amateur buildersand
repair stations and exported aircraft,
engines, and parts all over the world.
Bob was abl e to continue his consult-
ing work until just afew months be-
fore his death.

Bob'sflying cametoanendinthe
late 80swhen helost hismedical. Un-
daunted, here's what he wrote about
itin 1990:

"The reading room at our house
is also the one with the shower stall.
| take my book and go there to do
some flying. Comfort is not the real
need here, but solitudeis.

"I open my book; Flight and Fly-
ingitiscalled and it contains stories
of adventure, death, triumph, good,
and evil. | am an armchair aviator
these days. Oh, | was never much of
aflyer, anyway. In my prime, | was
the one who never could hold a con-
stant airspeed in a glide or grease 'er
onwiththewheel landing, to say noth-
ing of getting down on the 'spot.’

"'| could have been agood flyer,' |
tell myself, 'Just didn't try hard
enough." But now, the medical that
once was passed routinely isno longer
an option for me.

"| settle down, open my book, and
step into the cockpit once more to go
flying with Captain Ball of the WWI

RAF or go shoot down balloons with
that bold Arizonian Frank Luke.
However, | might get together with
Antoine De Saint-Exupery and fly the
1926 mail from Toulouse to Dakar.
Then, it's off on araid of the German
ball bearing worksin WWII. It'seasy
to find myself jumping into the French
dead of night to be gratefully received
by the Resistance Forces.

"Finally, | decide to go with John
Glenn, but after completing only afew
orbits, an unromantic banging on the
door brings me back to reality-- some-
one else needs to use the reading

room! It's time to put John on hold
until another time. I'm a little stiff
from sitting and now know how the
B-17 ball turret gunner felt after the
mission over Regensburg.

"Well, the flying was great! Be-
sides, who needsan airplanewhen I've
got a good book!"

Bob started writing for the Okla-
homa Aviator shortly after Joe
Cunningham began publishingitinthe
early 80s. Bob likedto call it the"Okie
Aviator" just to get Joe'sblood pressure
up. After wetook over the paper, Bob
jumped right in and continued hisvery

likeable writing style for us. Bob was
my friend-- heawayscaled me"kiddo,"
which | guess| wasto him.

Bob wasone of thelast of the guys
who started flying before WWII and
continued hisaviation interest into the
21st century. Hewas aquiet, compe-
tent gentleman. Perhaps he is now
sharing aviation storieswith Antoine
de Saint-Exupery, Shorty, Joe
Cunningham, and all the other avia-
tion friends he made through the years.
Meanwhile, wetheliving areleft with
aholeinour heartsthat only timewill
mend.

PLACEHOLDER FOR AOPA
ADVERTORIAL.PDF-

PLEASE SCALE THE .PDF
SLIGHTLY TO BEST HIT

Note our new phone: 918-457-3330

The Oklahoma Aviator, October 2002, Page 11



4 SIS
PANEL-MOUNT AVIONICS

*We will beat any quoted installed price!-- immediate scheduling & availability!

GMA-340 AUDIO PANEL CHELTON SIERRA EFIS-SV

*6-place VOX intercom, « For experimental aircraft- VFR/IFR

Mrkr Beacon Revr «Synthetic vision- real time 3D terrain view

From $2,195 Installed «Incl engine/air data display, EHSI, and
voice warnings,

eInterfaces with Stormscope & traffic
avoidance systems.
GNS-530 GPS/COM/ILS/MFD
*IFR-certified, 5" color LCD,
Garmin’s best!
From $13,689 Installed

GNS-430 GPS/COM/ILS/MFD
« IFR-certified, 4” color LCD, GOODRICH I-LINC MFD
Garmin’s most popular +Std sectional chart nav screen
From $9.789 Installed +Optional IFR chart & radar views
’ eInterfaces w/Stormscope &
GTX-327 TRANSPONDER Skywatch traffic avoidance
systems

sIncl flight timer &
pressure alt display
From $1,995 Installed

Southwest Aviation Specialties, LLC
Jones/Riverside Airport, 8803-A Jack Bates Dr, Tulsa, OK 74132

Phone: 918-298-4044 FAX: 918-298-6930
www.swaviation.net

Ainfvad Youl -
TRUST YOUR LSkK(TO THE
MAN THAT WEARS THE STAR.

Jet A Now A

oFJEL ®CHARTER oPILOT SUPPLIES #INSTRUCTION ®RENTAL

918.299.FUEL

JONES/RIVERSIDE TULSA
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