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OKLAHOMA CITY -
Six individuals and one orga-
nization have been selected
for induction into the Okla-
homa Aviation and Space Hall
of Fame by Oklahoma's pre-
mier aerospace museum, the
Air Space Museum at
Omniplex.  In addition, one
person will receive the
Clarence E.  Page Memorial
Trophy during the 22nd anni-
versary Hall of Fame induc-
tion ceremonies scheduled for
Saturday, September 22,
2001.

Each year, photos and bi-
ographies of new honorees
join those of nearly 150 past
inductees who are perma-
nently recognized in the Hall
of Fame exhibit in the Air and
Space Museum at Omniplex.
In addition to the inductees,
the Clarence E. Page Memo-
rial Trophy is given to an in-
dividual who has shown dedi-
cation to the promotion and/
or progress of the aerospace
industry in Oklahoma.

Honorees at the Septem-
ber 22 ceremony will include
the following:

Currently residing in
Washington, D.C., inductee
and U.S. Senator Jim Inhofe
was born in Des Moines,
Iowa in 1934.  Growing up
in Tulsa, Inhofe graduated

from the University of Tulsa
with a degree in economics.
Active in aviation, Inhofe
became the only member of
Congress to fly an airplane
around the world when he
recreated Wiley Post's leg-
endary trip around the globe
in July 1991, along with Tom
Quinn and Oklahoma Avia-
tor founders Joe Cunningham
and Mary Kelly.  While serv-
ing in the U.S House of Rep-
resentatives, Inhofe was a
member of the Subcommit-
tee on Aviation.  He is a
member of the Armed Ser-
vices Committee, Environ-
mental and Public Works
Committee, Intelligence
Committee and Indian Affairs
Committee.

Born on July 15, 1920 in
Perkins, Harding Lawrence
was raised in Drumright,
Oklahoma and Gladewater,
Texas and now resides in St.
Vincent, West Indies.
Lawrence was Continental
Airline's vice-president of traf-
fic and sales for three years
and in 1958 was appointed ex-
ecutive vice-president (the
industry's youngest), a posi-
tion that he held until his ap-
pointment as Braniff Airways
president in 1965.

On November 17, 2000,
Norman native Robert

Ragozzino and his bright-red-
and-yellow Stearman biplane
returned home from their
jaunt around the world, which

had begun June 1, 2000.
Ragozzino's return marked a
significant achievement in
aviation-- a one-man flight
around the world in an open-
cockpit airplane.  Defying the
elements and skeptics to com-
plete the record 23,200-mile
in 170 days, Ragozzino beat
the record that had been set
in 1942 by the Douglas World
Cruisers.  Ragozzino's prepa-
ration for the milestone flight
included nineteen years as a
corporate and professional
pilot, flying numerous types of
aircraft and logging over
8,000 flight hours.

Nathan Sams of
Muskogee received his initial

flight training as part of the Ci-
vilian Flight Training Program
just before the U.S. entered
World War II.  Sams was a
flight instructor from 1942
through 1945, teaching in the
world-famous Tuskegee Air-
men squadron.  Opening
Sams Flying Service in
Muskogee at Hatbox Field in
1947, Sams became the air-
port manager in the early 50s
and the first African Ameri-
can in the country to manage
a major municipal airport.  A
dealer for Beech and Cessna
aircraft, Sams was also an
FAA Designated Examiner
and accident prevention spe-
cialist.  Completing a fifty-
year flying career, Sams accu-
mulated in excess of 22,000
flying hours, averaging ap-
proximately 440 hours per
year.

Robert Morris Stanley
(1912-1977) was born in El
Reno and attended school
there before his family moved
to Venice, CA.  In 1940,
Stanley became chief pilot and
head of the flight research de-
partment of Bell Aircraft Cor-
poration in Buffalo, New
York.  During World War II,
he was credited with establish-
ing the flight test operation of

the Boeing-designed B-29
bomber.  In 1948, he founded
the Stanley Aviation Corpo-
ration.  The company's first
contract was to develop
highly sensitive seismometers
used to detect the explosion
of the first atomic bomb tested
by the Russians.  In the mid
1960s, Stanley invented the
Yankee Escape System to fa-
cilitate aircrew escape at low
altitudes and low and medium
airspeeds.  For the United
States Navy and Air Force,
Stanley Aviation manufac-
tured more than 700 Yankee
systems, which were credited
with saving over 150 lives
during the Vietnam conflict.

Chickasha native, Dean
E. Wooldridge was born
May 30, 1913.  He attended
public schools in Chickasha
and studied physics at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma, where
he later earned a master's de-
gree.  In 1936, Wooldridge
went to work for Bell Labo-
ratories to conduct research
on electronics, contributing to
the group of Bell scientists
that eventually developed the
transistor.  During World War
II, he led a project to create
the first airborne fire-control
system.  In 1953, Wooldridge
and Sam Ramo established

continued on p. 4.
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From Mike...
MY LAST PARACHUTE JUMP
This year, in addition to the nor-

mal aviation-related displays and exhib-
its at Airshow Oklahoma, I am told
there will be a new attraction-- a
bungee jump!  Dang, I have always
wanted to do that!

After considering for days exactly
how to phrase it, I casually mentioned
my desire to Barbara the other day and
got “that look”-- you know the one.

The one that does not attempt to
dignify the suggestion with any more
than the one raised eyebrow (she
learned it from her mother).

The one that implies there are so
many reasons to consider it a bad idea-
- such as no life insurance, brittle 60-
year-old bones, fat belly, etc, etc, etc.

The one that wordlessly closes the
door on further discussion.

Sigh.
I mean, what could go wrong??

Don’t thousands of people across the
country enjoy the thrill of bungee jump-
ing and live to tell about it??  Aww,
gee, ma!

But then my mind wanders back
about fifteen years to another adven-
ture.

Bill DeSilva, Tom Quinn’s Alba-
tross-driver friend, says that one of the
required elements for any activity to be
referred to as an “adventure” is the pro-
found conviction, at some point dur-
ing the process, that there is an immi-
nent probability of dying.

My adventure was of this sort.
The occasion was an invitation

from my good buddy, the late John
Reid, to join him in Tahlequah for my
semi-annual parachute jump.

Now, mind you, my parachuting

career up to that point had not been
illustrious.  I had started sport para-
chuting in the early-70s at the Stroud
Airport.  There I was, a middle-class
thirty-something showing up with a
wife and two little children, feeling
very much out of place among the
throngs of cutoff-jean-clad hardbodies
driving hippie vans with speakers blar-
ing Elton John’s “Rocket Man.”
(What DID they do in the back of
those vans, anyway??)

But, determined as I was to par-
take of the heady wine of nylon cano-
pies, shroud lines, and surplus combat
boots, I braved their stares and snick-
ers and meekly received my training.

In those days, of course, all new
students jumped surplus military para-
chutes which had been modified to pro-
vide a modicum of directional control.

My first jump was on a 28-foot
main chute.  The ride up to altitude was
sober-- very sober.  At the appointed
time, I put my feet out on the step of
the Cessna 180 (man, an 80-knot
breeze is stiff!), swung my pregnant-
feeling body out, and hung by my arms
on the strut as instructed.  There I was,
with no way back inside.

Buffeted by the airstream, I looked
to my left, across the three-foot dis-
tance separating the jumpmaster and
me-- an infinite, impassible gulf be-
tween two parallel universes.  Smiling
and waving from the safety of the cock-
pit, he shouted, “HAVE A GOOD
TIME!”  and I let go.

My instructions were to assume the
standard arch position and count out
loud from one to ten (“loud enough so
I can hear you in the airplane”), wait-
ing for the ripcord to be automatically
pulled by the static line.  I flunked that
part of the jump-- with stomach in
throat, my words came out only as tiny
squeeks instead of shouts.

The opening shock flailed me
around like a rag doll on the end of a
rope, but when everything settled
down, I was breathing hard and star-
ing at the earth below between the toes
of my shiny, new surplus combat boots,
amazed at the silence and my perspec-
tive on the world.

The ride down was great!  How-
ever, at my weight with the smallish
28-foot canopy, I was descending at
about the same rate as a greased 50-
lb anvil.

Approaching terra firma, I did as
instructed: grab the harness above your
head, get your elbows in, put your

knees together, tense your leg muscles,
and look out at the horizon.  Don’t try
to anticipate the landing-- just be pre-
pared to perform your parachute land-
ing fall (PLF) at the moment of impact
(a very descriptive term).

Of course, despite the injunction, I
did try to anticipate it.  “I’m...
gonna....hit....right...about...NOW!” I
thought, tensing my legs.

Only thing was, I didn’t, and the
surprise produced a momentary relax-
ation of the old leg muscles.  Of course,
less than a millisecond later came the
actual landing-- I crumpled into a piti-
ful ball on the ground, landing squarely
on my tailbone.  Oooo, that hurts!

For the next couple of jumps, I rode
a 32-foot chute, and the landings be-
came a little easier.  However, the larger
chute did not have as much forward
speed capability as the 28-footer and,
on my third jump, I had to turn into the
wind to avoid missing the airport.  Be-
low and behind me, I could see a barb
wire fence at the edge of the airport.
“Am I going to hit it?...no, I’m gonna
miss it...no, I’m gonna hit it!”  It was
that way all the way down.

I actually landed about a foot from
the fence on the upwind side.  The wind
carried the canopy over the fence and
it was trying to drag me through the
barbs.  Fortunately, there was an old
weathered fence post directly in front
of me.  I grabbed it and locked my el-
bow, trying to get to the harness latches
to release the canopy.  However, the
fence post broke and there I went,
scooting through the sagebrush.  All
the hippies cheered, “Hey, man, cos-
mic!”

Those events caused me to recon-
sider my desire for sport parachuting.
Over the next few years, I jumped only
a few more times.

However, in the early 80s, I had the
good fortune to meet John Reid, who
became one of my best friends.  John
was a jumpmaster with thousands of
jumps, flying a 1954 Cessna 182 out
of his farm airstrip about five miles
north of the Tahlequah Municipal Air-
port.  John was a fun-loving guy and I
spent a good bit of time at his place.
One night over a “cool one,” I told him
about my less-than-satisfactory expe-
riences with sport parachuting.  John
offerred to transition me to the rela-
tively new square parachute he rode.

After all, it was actually an airfoil
that one “flew” like an airplane.  For-
ward speed capability was good, allow-
ing avoidance of things like barb wire
fences.  The landing, flared as in an air-
plane, was soft, often stand-up.  Gone
were the combat boots of old-- tennis
shoes worked fine!

Over the next several years, John
and I got into a pattern.  About every
six months, I would get a hankering to
jump.  Each time, he would put me back
through the training and I would bor-
row his parachute.

It was working out great until a

fateful day in 1985.  True to form, John
put me back through the training and
we were set to go.  However, John’s
parachute was being packed, so he bor-
rowed another one for me.  Unlike
John’s, which had a D-ring ripcord on
one of the chest straps, it had a pilot
chute in a plastic tube at the waist.  No
problem, I thought.

And, at the last minute, John asked
me if I would like to try a bat-wing
jumpsuit with a large fabric web under
each arm.  “Sure, why not!”

At altitude, I exited the airplane
easily, with John on my heels, and got
into the standard arch position.  My
plan was to free fall about fifteen sec-
onds to achieve opening velocity.
However, after a few seconds, I sud-
denly flipped over on my back.  Some-
how, I turned myself back over, but
then flipped again.  The cycle may have
occurred once more, but I don’t re-
member-- things were starting to hap-
pen “right fast.”

I decided whatever the situation
was, it was time to pull!  I reached,
grabbed, and pulled and instantly felt
the horror of realizing I’d done pulled
the wrong thing!  I had reached for the
chest ripcord on John’s parachute--
where on this parachute the main
canopy release was located!  I remem-
ber looking at the D-ring and the at-
tached cable in my hand,  having a very
earnest desire to stuff it back up into
it’s little housing to fix the problem.
Fortunately, that delusion passed
quickly and the only thing left was to
go for the reserve.  Bang!-- out it
popped and I was never so glad to feel
opening shock.  At that point, I was
perhaps 300-500 feet above the
ground.  John later said, looking on
from above, he thought I had about
four seconds to live when it finally
opened.

A few swings later and I faced the
next challenge: landing with the tiny 24-
foot reserve canopy.  But, since it was
a modern low-porosity model, it was
actually not too bad.  Later, after I had
bought the obligatory case of beer and
arranged to pay for repacking the re-
serve, it was all over.  I was fine until
about four hours later, when reality
started to sink in.

After that experience, I decided
that even though parachuting was fun,
the only wise thing was to own one’s
own equipment and do it often.  So, I
officially retired from the sport.

Which leads me back to the present
and the bungee-jumping opportunity.
Although I still have the boyish desire
to experience it, the desire is now tem-
pered.  I like that word “tempered”-- it
implies a toughness born from being in
just the right amount of heat-- great if
you can live through it.

So, Barbara, my darling, rest easy.
At least for now, I’ll be satisfied to
watch the younger, more pliable folks
pursue this adventure.  Hopefully for
them, as for me, wisdom will come,
even though perhaps at the last minute.
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Up With Downs

Earl Downs

The Old Oak Tree
It was "that" time of year again--

almost like a religious pilgrimage.  You
all must know that I am talking about
the world's largest combination airshow
and fly-in at Oshkosh Wisconsin.  The
Experimental Aircraft Association
(EAA) now calls it "AirVenture," but I
still like to call the whole experience
"Oshkosh."

Like last year, I was there to help
the Skystar Aircraft Company demon-
strate and sell their Kitfox line of
kitplanes.  If you have been following
my adventures, as described in the Okla-
homa Aviator over the last several
months, you are aware that I built a
Kitfox Lite ultralight named "Ace." A
couple of months ago I sent Ace off to

Skystar so they could use it as a dem-
onstrator for this year's airshow season.
The Oshkosh plan was for me to meet
up with Ace and do all the demonstra-
tion flying at the ultralight demonstra-
tion field.

I flew to Oshkosh a day and a half
before the official opening day with Pat
Smith and his wife Linda in their V35
Bonanza.  We arrived just ahead of some
severe weather and spent the first few
hours holding Ace on the ground.  The
Skystar folks had already unloaded the
300-pound plane from the transporta-
tion trailer and placed him in the display
tent.  Unfortunately, the tent set-up
crews had not completed securing the
tie-downs of our enclosure, or of the
tents around us.  As the winds whipped,
all hands were hanging on to our tent
and the one next to us.  We had secured
Ace firmly to the turf with the wings
folded.  Ace was not going anywhere
but the portable structures were on the
move.  We hung on and everything got
soaked but no damage was done.  Wel-
come to Oshkosh!

Flying the ultralight pattern at
Oshkosh is a thrill and a challenge.  Last
year it was mostly a challenge.  The pat-
tern must be precise.  It is marked by a
combination of trees, billboards, a high-
way service road, silos, dirt roads, park-
ing lots, and most important, a lone, old
oak tree.  If you don't fly the pattern
correctly, the ultralight field boss
"meets" with you to discuss the error of
your ways.  He drives up on his little
red motor scooter and flags you down.
He does this in front of thousands of
spectators who are watching.  Last year
I learned to fear that little red scooter.  I
could sense when it was approaching

and could even hear the sound of its
motor over the sound of my own en-
gine.  The little red scooter would seem
to sing to the crowd "follow me while I
talk to this stupid pilot!"

This year I was determined to de-
feat the little red motor scooter man.  I
had two choices: learn the pattern or
steal the little red scooter.  After careful
consideration and planning, I determined
the scooter would not fit in the baggage
compartment of Pat's Bonanza and I
couldn't figure any other way to hide it.
I was doomed! I would have to fly the
pattern correctly.

The pilot briefing was about the
same as last year.  The only real differ-
ence was that this time I paid attention-
- what a novel concept!  I reviewed the
videotape and strained to memorize the
checkpoints.  The billboard had been
modified by the storm but I knew I could
figure that out.  It is the old oak tree
that is the key to the landing approach.
Last year I never figured out which of
the hundreds of trees it was.  The oak
tree is the "rock your wings" point when
signaling to land.  It marks the turn to
base leg.  It lines you up on the dirt road
for final approach.  The oak tree makes
you look good or bad.  It makes you a
hero or a fool.  I suggested they set it
on fire so I could find the smoke.  I
learned that the ultralight field boss has
no sense of humor.

I developed a plan.  First, I would
make sure I was not number one in the
pattern-- I would play follow the leader.
Second, I planned to assume a disguise.
My twin brother, Ed, always wears a
red baseball cap when he flies.  I would
borrow his cap and assume his identity.
Because Ed is the president of Skystar

Aircraft, he never gets enough sleep and
is always tense.  All I needed to do was
to stay up all night before the flight and
think about all the students who have
tried to kill me.  Everyone would think
I am Ed and he would get blamed for
my mistakes.  I knew I could pull it off.

Dozens of little planes lined up to
fly.  I had stayed up all-night and tor-
mented myself with thoughts of my chil-
dren as teenagers (turns out those
thoughts were more stressful then think-
ing about students).  The red baseball
cap was firmly in place.  Then it hap-
pened! I found myself in the number one
position for launch.  The only thing to
do was to yield this coveted position to
another plane.  I had assumed Ed's iden-
tity and was concerned that I would give
myself away by being so courteous.  Ed
would never let another plane pass him.
If asked, I could explain that I thought
the other pilot was a potential Kitfox
buyer.  Ed will do anything for a sale-- I
was still in character.

Once airborne, I followed the lead
plane like I was glued to it.  I started to
find the checkpoints such as the dam-
aged billboard and the grove of trees.
Following the county road it was now
time to turn towards the old oak tree.  I
knew it was out there and I watched
the lead plane for his landing signal.  Oh
no! He was turning left, not right.  This
meant he was not going to land but was
making a fly-by.  Don't panic, I said to
myself.  I started tracing a line between
my checkpoints knowing that the oak
tree had to be there.  I looked just to the
left of the silo and there the oak tree
appeared.  It looked proud, almost like
it was reaching for the sky.  The morn-
ing sun made it glow.  It beckoned to
me and pointed to my final approach
turning point.  It showed me the way
home.  I was saved from the little red
motor scooter.

After a flawless landing I quickly re-
moved Ed's red cap.  No reason he
should get the credit, I figured.  I saw
the little red motor scooter headed for
another plane as I taxied by the crowd.
The old oak tree had made me a hero.  I
wondered for a moment what the pilot
behind me had done wrong.  Oh well,
better him than me for a change.  The
old oak tree and I became friends.  We
waved at each other as I flew overhead
during each circuit of the field.  I was
now free to frolic in the skies of Oshkosh
because the old oak tree would bring
me home.  I am now an Oshkosh
ultralight field survivor.  I keep waiting
for Barbara Walters to call me for my
interview.  Maybe she lost my phone
number.

Questions or comments?
earldowns@hotmail.com.

Ahhh, New Books!!
By Dave Wilkerson

Pilot examiners often hear "What
maneuvers do most applicants fail?"
While we might answer with landings,
whifferdills, or whatever, there is no an-
swer to provide what some might want:
a quicker, easier route to a pilot certifi-
cate.  Only thorough training produces
thorough pilots, and that takes study.
Seekers of paid left-seats certainly need
thorough training, but pilots all share the

same skies.  We all need the same level
of training and testing, and the Practical
Test Standards series aims at assuring
that.  Each PTS refers pilots to FAA pub-
lications the knowledge of which makes
a successful checkride much more cer-
tain.

Decades of students bemoaning the
"dry reading" contained in these books
underscored the need for revisions.  The
Federal Aviation Administration seems
to have recognized this, or so it might
appear when reviewing their new publi-
cations aimed at guiding students through
their learning.  Take for example, the
venerable old Flight Training Handbook.
An ancient staple, long called the "21
Manual" after its cryptic title of AC 61-
21, the Flight Training Handbook is no
more.  The new version seems to have
visited the weight-loss community before
finding its way to student hands.  Where
the old 21 Manual was over 300 pages,
the new Airplane Flying Handbook of-
fers most of the same information in a
more logical style using just 199 pages.
It arrived in 1999, so by now all pilots
should have it.

One of America's best resources for
basic aeronautical knowledge was the
perfectly named "Pilot's Handbook of

Aeronautical Knowledge," reworked into
that same format now shared by all other
knowledge handbooks.  The book's con-
tent has changed somewhat, recognizing
changes in technology, and its arrange-
ment and expanded use of color is wel-
come because color enhances learning.
Some pilots believe that the PHAK needs
a few of the omitted details now found
only in the superseded version, but the
FAA obviously believes otherwise.

Similarly, for pilots seeking Instru-
ment Ratings, the FAA has revamped its
decades-old "Instrument Flying Hand-
book" with the 2001 edition called the
"Instrument Flying Handbook."  The title
is the same, but the substance and refer-
ence number have changed appreciably.
The old volume, called AC 61-27, and
sometimes called (you guessed it!) the
"27 Manual," is now superseded by the
fashionably chic FAA-H-8083-15.  This
reference did not have so extreme a diet
as the 21 Manual, shrinking to about 236
pages from just under 300.  But what it
might lack in brevity is far outweighed in
use of color.  Color-- in an FAA instru-
ment flight training publication?  Yes, my
friends, and those of us that respond to
learning through color will be impressed.

What, you ask, is the upshot of this

rambling about recent books that are
"new" only in an historical context?  It is
this: those going for checkrides should
be certain that only the most current pub-
lications, whether charts or books, have
guided their training.

You can reach Dave Wilkerson by e-
mail at dwilkrsn@mail.gorilla.net
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Serving  the interests of the owners and operators
of all airports in Oklahoma

For information or application contact Debra Coughlan DuCharme,
Executive Director OAOA, P. O. Box 581838, Tulsa, OK 74158

Telephone 918.838.5018     Fax 918.838.5405

Hall of Fame Inductees, cont’d

WWW.HOWARDAIRCRAFT.COM
Specializing in the sale, acquisition,
& brokerage of Cessna 210 Centuri-
ons and other quality high-perfor-
mance aircraft.

Offering these 210's and other piston singles & twins:
! 1961 C-210A, 2529 TT, 274 SMOH, always hangared, NDH, fresh annual 8/7
! 1965 C-210E, 3731 TT, 1400 FRMN, King dig stack, custom panel, NDH, 8/7
! 1966 T-210F, 3313 TT, 798 SMOH, Dig stack, IFR, Ox, very clean, 8+/7+
! 1970 C-210K, 3-owner! 3890 TT, 740 SMOH, G-430 GPS, $40K spent this year!
! 1977 T-210M, 2-Owner, 1300 TT, 150 SMOH, total refurb in 1998, PRISTINE!!
! 1978 T-210M, 2-Owner, 2240 TT, R-STOL, HSI, GPS, FD, WX-900, 9+/leather
! 1968 P-206C, 400 SMOH, King Dig IFR, dual G.S., NEW Top Prop, fresh annual 8/8

Ada Aircraft Painting, LLCAda Aircraft Painting, LLCAda Aircraft Painting, LLCAda Aircraft Painting, LLCAda Aircraft Painting, LLC
High Quality Professional FinishesHigh Quality Professional FinishesHigh Quality Professional FinishesHigh Quality Professional FinishesHigh Quality Professional Finishes

In Business Since 1962In Business Since 1962In Business Since 1962In Business Since 1962In Business Since 1962

• Specializing in single engine and light twin aircraft of all types
• Professionally applied Acry-Glo acrylic urethane paint products
• Factory and custom designs
• Aircraft completely and professionally stripped to ensure high

quality standards
CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE ON YOUR AIRCRAFT

Address:Address:Address:Address:Address: Ada Airport (ADH)Ada Airport (ADH)Ada Airport (ADH)Ada Airport (ADH)Ada Airport (ADH)
PO Box 2581PO Box 2581PO Box 2581PO Box 2581PO Box 2581

Ada, OK 74820Ada, OK 74820Ada, OK 74820Ada, OK 74820Ada, OK 74820
Phone:Phone:Phone:Phone:Phone: 580-332-6086580-332-6086580-332-6086580-332-6086580-332-6086
Fax:Fax:Fax:Fax:Fax: 580-332-4547580-332-4547580-332-4547580-332-4547580-332-4547
Email:Email:Email:Email:Email: adaairpt@wilnet1.comadaairpt@wilnet1.comadaairpt@wilnet1.comadaairpt@wilnet1.comadaairpt@wilnet1.com

Dewey Gandy - Greg GandyDewey Gandy - Greg GandyDewey Gandy - Greg GandyDewey Gandy - Greg GandyDewey Gandy - Greg Gandy

BrBrBrBrBrooooown wn wn wn wn AAAAAviaviaviaviaviationtiontiontiontion
1902 N1902 N1902 N1902 N1902 N..... Norw Norw Norw Norw Norwood ood ood ood ood TTTTTulsa,ulsa,ulsa,ulsa,ulsa, OK  74115 OK  74115 OK  74115 OK  74115 OK  74115

Specializing in Cylinder Overhaul
!!!!! Chrome- $115 - $135
!!!!! Welding- $85
!!!!! Labor- $60 - $95 Max

Quality Work at Low Prices
We Also Do Custom Engine Overhauls

PH: 918-835-6860 FAX: 918-836-7220
FAA Repair Station No. BQZR117L

CAMTRONICS
RADIO, INSTRUMENTS, & ELECTRICAL SPECIALISTS

We Take Pride In Our Workmanship and Care About our Customers
Call  Our Knowledgeable Sales Representative Today!

Remember, we will come to you and service your plane where it sits!

• Transponder/Encoder
Certs

• Antennas
• Digital Instruments
• Encoders
• Transponders

• Static & Altimeter Certs
• Communications

Transceivers
• GPS
• Nav/Com
• ...And Much More

• Professional Advise
on the Avionics You
Want!

• Fast Installations
• Fast Repair Service

CAMTRONICS, LLC
Harvey Young Airport (IH6), 1500 South 135th East Ave., Tulsa, OK  74012
PH: 918-625-1280     Repair Station #D8XR913Y     FAX: 918-357-9523

the Ramo-Wooldridge Corporation, to
market defense systems to the military.
By 1957, Ramo-Wooldridge Corpora-
tion grew to Thompson-Ramo-
Wooldridge (TRW) and began working
on process control systems for manu-
facturing plants, closely followed by the
establishment of Space Technology
Labs, Incorporated (STL).  Under
Wooldridge's direction, TRW and STL
became major suppliers of hardware to
American's growing space program.

This year, Charles W. Harris of
Tulsa will be presented with the
Clarence E. Page Trophy for his efforts
in promoting aviation in Oklahoma.
Born in Pawhuska, Harris attended the
University of Tulsa.  In Oklahoma's
Green Country, Harris's name is synony-
mous with the Tulsa Regional Fly-In and
the Biplane Expo.  Now in its 43rd year,
The Tulsa Regional Fly-In has been un-
der the leadership of Harris as its se-
nior-co-chairman for 17 years.  In addi-
tion, he was one of the key figures in
organizing the First Annual National
Biplane Fly-In in Bartlesville, Oklahoma
in 1987.  The event evolved into the Na-

tional Biplane Convention and Exposi-
tion, sponsored by the National Biplane
Association of which Harris is the co-
founder.  Harris is a lifetime member of
the Experimental Aircraft Association
(EAA) and of all its divisions.  In addi-

tion, Harris initiated the contacts and
furthered the discussions that resulted
in the Phillips Petroleum Company's dis-
counted fuel program nationally for
EAA's Young Eagle flights.  This pro-
gram is designed to provide youngsters
with an introduction to aviation through
the free flight program.

The Oklahoma City Air Logistics
Center (ALC) will also be recognized

for its contributions to Oklahoma avia-
tion.  The largest organization housed
on Tinker Air Force Base, the ALC is
one of five depot repair centers in the
Air Force Materiel Command.  The
ALC is the worldwide manager of a
wide range of aircraft, engines, missiles
and commodity items.  Its inventory of
2,267 aircraft includes the B-1, B-2, KC-
135, E-3, VC-25, VC-137, and 25 other
Contractor Logistics Support aircraft.
The center also manages an inventory
of more than 13,724 engines ranging
from Korean War vintage T-33 engines
to state-of-the-art engines such as B-2.
A diverse and unique air and space busi-
ness entity, the ALC houses some of the
most sophisticated technical repair and
manufacturing processes in the world.
Air Force wings and Navy squadron
receive depot support from the ALC--
an excellent example of the merger of
operational and industrial defense mis-
sions.  The ALC has been in operation
for over 50 years.

Omniplex is located at 2100 NE
52nd Street in Oklahoma City.  For more
information about the Oklahoma Avia-
tion and Space Hall of Fame or to re-
ceive an invitation to the event, please
call (405) 602-3673 or visit our Web site
at www.omniplex.org.

continued from p. 1.

The Tinker Field Air Logistic Center.

Charles W. Harris.

Riverside Airport Office Now Open!
Tulsa, Oklahoma
Phone: 918-260-7727
E-mail: dan@howardaircraft.com
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Wings As Eagles

is proud to support  the
Oklahoma Aviator!

We challenge other companies
to do the same.

For flight physicals or
answers to aviation medical

questions, give us a call.

Wings as Eagles, 11445 E. 20th, Tulsa, OK  74128  918-437-7993

Name______________________Company or personal____________________
Type of Aircraft______________Want to build to own _____________________
Want someone else to build for you to lease _____________________________
Address_______________________________________Phone_________________

ALL INFORMATION TOTALLY CONFIDENTIAL
MAIL TO POGUE AIRPORT, PO BOX 338, SAND SPRINGS, OK. 74063

OR CALL KEN AT (918)246-2504.  DO IT TODAY-- WE’RE READY TO BUILD!

5,800 foot runway
NEW Courtesy Car

DUAT  DTN Weather
Jet A. - 100 LL

Volume Discounts
Full Length Dual Taxiways

LAND LEASE PRICES LOWERED TO 10 CENTS PER SQ. FOOT THIS YEAR
STRICT BUILDING REQUIRMENTS*

CA L L  (918)  246-2605  O R  246-2504
*WE ARE DEDICATED TO STAYING A BEAUTIFUL AIRPORT

How Many Should We Build ?
How Big Should We Build Them ?

You Tell Us!
We have the land and the airport just minutes from downtown Tulsa. We need your help
in determining our building needs for the immediate future. Drop us a note or call and
tell us your needs. What size plane? What size hangar? What are your service require-
ments from your chosen airport?

“The Airport with a City Behind It”

Kitfox Lite Sales and Service
•Factory-direct prices, including  all factory
discounts and promotions

•Additional discounts on pro-build of complete
kit, builder assist program, and flight/ground
training

Earl Downs, Golden Age Aviation, Cushing, OK, 918-225-
7374, 918-840-2200 (Mobile), Earldowns@hotmail.comwww.skystar.com

Commercial Hangar
Lease for Aviation Business
Shawnee Municipal Airport (SNL)

•75 ft x 48 ft
•Water and electricity

Call Lori Bowlan days- 405-878-1601

Folding doors face Runway 17 14-foot ceilings and concrete floors

Overhead doors face secured entrance

DIABETES MELLITUS
One of airmen I am working with

has Type II diabetes mellitus and has a
current medical certificate issued by the
FAA through its "special issuance" pro-
gram.  As you probably know, there
are two types of diabetes: Type I, in
which blood sugar levels can be con-
trolled through diet alone; and Type II,
where the patient is dependent on in-
sulin to control blood sugar.

With proper testing and medical
reports, airmen with both types can be
issued FAA medical certificates.  Type
I diabetics are obviously the easiest--
reports are required to be sent to the
FAA, but after acceptance, I can issue
a medical certificate without a special
issuance by the FAA.

However, Type II diabetics do re-
quire a special issuance-- the first time
through requires more reports and

tests, and is harder than subsequent
follow-ups.

I am finding that, with some Type
II diabetic airmen, once the initial
evaluation is complete and they have
the FAA medical certificate in hand,
they are so happy they forget about
some of the special reporting required
to renew their medical on an annual
basis.

Well before the airman's renewal
date, we send him/her notice of the
material required by the FAA.  That
material includes the report of an
HbA1c (glycoslated hemoglobin) test
done within the previous thirty days and
a letter from the airman's primary phy-
sician.  The letter states whether or not
the patient has had any side effects,
clinically-significant hypoglycemic epi-
sodes, and specifically, if there is any
indication of neurological, renal, or
ophthalmological disease.

On receipt of these materials, I
can call the FAA and generally get
an okay over the phone.  Some aero-
medical examiners refer such situa-
tions to the FAA, but that route gen-
erally takes several months for the
final approval.

If you have questions about this or
other topics, feel free to call me at my
office- 918-437-7993.

Claremore Regional Airport to
Host 2nd Annual Airshow Oct 6-7

SMALL AIRCRAFT OWNERS
PILOTS AND AMATEUR BUILDERS

SHOP MANAGERS
For Airworthiness Certificates, C of A
for Export Certificates, Ferry Permits or
Airworthiness Consultations, contact
R.E. “Bob” Richardson, FAA Desig-
nated Airworthiness Representative.
Phone (918) 455-6066. 1217 W.
Vandever St., Broken Arrow, OK  74012

[Editors Note: Last month, in
our editorial zeal for catchy head-
lines, we erroneously referred to
Airshow Oklahoma as the only
airshow in the state this year.  In
fact, there are at least two other
airshows, one at Claremore Re-
gional Airport and at Fairview.
While these events are smaller than
the big shows, they have a nice easy
character of their own and we en-
courage you to enjoy them also!]

On October 6-7, Claremore Re-
gional Airport will host its second
annual airshow.  Highlighting this
year's show will be Col. Frank
Borman, former NASA astronaut,
flying his P-51.  A simulated dog-
fight will ensue as Doug Jackson,
flying a Japanese Zero, will "attack"
Col. Borman.

Claremore's hometown favorite,
Tom Klassen, will also perform in his
orange and black Sukhoi 26.  And
Greg Shelton, a real crowd pleaser
from last year's air show, will be
back, flying a North American T-6.

Dave and Phil Dacy will perform
announcing duties at the airshow and

will amaze the crowd with their
Stearman wing-walking act.  Vintage,
warbird, and military aircraft will be
on display; fly-ins are welcome.

Concessions will be available and
children's activities are planned, to
include a "nickel run" and a candy
drop from radio-controlled aircraft.
The gates will open at 10:00 am and
close at 4:00 p.m. with the airshow
performance beginning at 12:00
noon.

If you have questions about the
air show, please call Claremore Re-
gional Airport at 918-343-0931.
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John Hilker, owner of Transmissions Unlimited, flys out of OKC Downtown Airpark
and understands your desire to never have to walk!

EXPERIENCE TRUE TEXAS HOSPITALITY!
Gainesville, Texas

•Open 24 Hours- 7 Days/Week
 Attendant on call after 5:00 PM
•Major Credit Cards Accepted
 Including Multi-Service &
 Avcard, CAA, Phillips Into-
Plane & UVAir Discounts

•DTN WX Satellite System
•5 Mins to Outlet Mall
•18 Hole Golf Course

•Conference Room
•Courtesy Cars (3)
•Pilot Lounge

940-668-4565       940-665-6884  Fax
www.gainesville.tx.us/GMAindex.shtml

email: airport@cooke.net

Unicom 123.0     AWOS 118.375

 100LL- $1.79 Weekdays- Self Service
               $1.74 Weekends- Self Service

   $1.89  Full Service
 Jet A-    $1.75 Prices subject to

change without notice

Rated #1 in Oklahoma by the FAA for 1999
Rental Aircraft Now Available

100LL: $2.15 Weekdays
             $1.95 Weekends
Jet A:   $2.05
Cash or Air BP Card

Come Fly In for
Hamburgers on the

Weekends

Pilots Lounge,
Conference Room,
Rentals, Courtesy

Car, DTN Weather
ATTENTION: Unicom/CTAF has changed to: 122.70

FBO Hours:
8:00-5:00- 7 days
Tel: 918-343-0931
Fax: 918-343-1619

New Identifier: GCM

Route 4, Box 83, Seminole, OK 74868
Tel: 405-382-2180  FAX: 405-382-2190

Email: dwsas@brightok.net

1969 Beech  Baron D55
TT- 6535, engine t imes:  RT-
TSMOH 1048, LT- TSFOH 593.
Avionics: KMA-20 audio panel,
Garmin GPS 150XL Max, 1700 N/
C with glideslope, King KX170B
with localizer, Narco DME 190,

Narco AT150 transponder,
Airpathways AP 340 Intercom,
King KI-525 HSI, Century autopi-
lot with yaw damper, Cleveland
wheels/brakes, cabin door seal,
one-piece speed slope windshields,
alternatate static source, avionics
cooling fan, Brackett air filters, ex-
terior 9 white/gray, interior 10 gray
leather.  $110,000 firm.  A beauty
at a beautiful price.

1938 Taylorcraft
65 hp Contintental, TTSMOH 248,
Ceconite cover, always hangared,
fresh annual, $16,500.

Will Rogers Museum Fly-In
OOLOGAH, Okla. - As a coy sun

flirted with the lakeside pastureland of the
Dog Iron Ranch Wednesday morning, a
phalanx of vintage aircraft circled over-
head, slowly dipping their wings in silent
homage to the memory of Will Rogers and
Wiley Post.  Yellow planes and red planes,
military planes and experimental planes,
even a helicopter, took turns setting down
on the grass landing strip that cuts through
the 400-acre living history ranch where
Will Rogers was born in 1879.

The sixth annual Will Rogers Fly-In,
on the 66th anniversary of the day Will
Rogers and Wiley Post were killed in an
airplane crash in Alaska, attracted some
45 aircraft and a crowd of some 300 curi-
ous spectators.  It was the largest turnout
of aircraft since the anniversary observance
switched from a fly-over to a fly-in in 1996.

Pilots began landing on the 2,000-
foot runway just as dawn was breaking
over the shores of Oologah Lake.  One
by one, a variety of open cockpit biplanes
and World War II military planes touched
down and taxied into stately position
where they stood for inspection, wing to
wing with modern aircraft and less so-
phisticated aircraft.

Kim Jones, curator of the Tulsa Air
& Space Museum, was the featured
speaker, focusing his remarks on the im-
pact that Will Rogers and Wiley Post had
on aviation.  A chuckwagon breakfast,
served in the shadows of the two-story
white house where Will Rogers was born,
followed the brief ceremonies.

At the breakfast, two of Will Rogers'
descendants swapped stories and greeted
guests.  Grandson Kem Rogers, son of
Jim Rogers, was joined  by Doris Meyer,
Will Rogers' grandniece.  Kem Rogers
lives in Nashville, Tenn., and is a member
of the Will Rogers Memorial Commission.
Mrs. Meyer lives in Bartlesville, OK.

Across the way, as spectators
bunched against the split-rail fence that
borders the airstrip,  the aircraft that elic-
ited the most response were of the ex-
perimental variety.

Rex Niver of Tulsa piloted what could
best be described as a go-cart with wings.
The two-seater is called a "Breezy" and
has no enclosed components. The pilot
and passenger are perched at the front of
the craft with nothing between them and
the ground except a seatbelt.

Niver, an instructor at Tulsa Tech-
nology Center, purchased the craft two

years ago. It has a cruise air speed of 70
mph and Niver has taken it up to 7,000
feet.

"One thing about it, you can definitely
predict the weather while you're flying,"
he said.

Earl Klebs of nearby Collinsville was
a crowd favorite in the copper-colored,
wooden bi-plane he built.  A retired ma-
chinist, Klebs spent almost two years build-
ing the handsome craft. It is the fifth plane
he has built.  "Some people build a com-
plex airplane," he said. "These are very
simple. They're right basic. In fact, you
look in it, there's no more instruments than
what you just have to have. That's about
as basic as you can get."  As with most of
the other planes parked in the pasture
where horses and Texas Longhorns often
graze, Klebs and his handcrafted flying
machine attracted scores of spectators and
photographers.

Pilots were winging in from all across
Oklahoma, Arkansas and Texas.  "This is
a wonderful turnout; the best that we have
had," said Michelle Lefebvre-Carter, di-
rector of Will Rogers Memorial Museums.
"Each year as the word spreads about the
Will Rogers Fly-In, the number of airplanes
and pilots continues to grow," she said.
"It is particularly pleasing to see so many
people come out to the birthplace ranch
where the legend began and pay their re-
spects to Will Rogers and his friend, Wiley
Post, a pair of Oklahoma icons."

Will Rogers, who became America's
best-loved humorist and movie star, was
the most quoted man of the first half of
the 20th Century. Through his newspa-
per columns and radio broadcasts, his
films and public appearances, he was the
singular conscience of a nation.  On a
hilltop overlooking Claremore, the city
he called home some 12 miles from his
birthplace, Will Rogers is entombed in
the family vault at the Will Rogers Me-
morial.

Kem Rogers, Will Rogers' grandson,
shares a story with Doris Meyer,
Will Rogers' grandniece.

Rex Niver of Tulsa prepares for
takeoff in his experimental
"Breezy."

Open cockpit bi-planes stand in
formation during the Will Rogers
Fly-In.
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Manufacturers of Industrial Bandsaws

Our 80”x80” Saw Cutting a Datsun Pickup in Half

HE&M Saw manufactures over 40 different
models of metal cutting bandsaws: vertical,

horizontal, plate, and double-column saws with
capacities ranging from 12”x12” to 80”x80”.

HE&M, Inc is proud to support
The Oklahoma Aviator

HE&M, Inc, PO Box 1148, Pryor, OK  74362
Located in the Mid-America Industrial Park

adjacent to the Pryor Airport
www.hemsaw.com  888-729-7787

Tulsa International - TUL
ELEVATION: 677’
RUNWAYS: 18L/36R- 10,000’ Conc

8/26- 7695’ Conc
18R/36L- 6101’ Asph

RADIO: TWR- 118.7  GND- 121.9
Clnc Del- 134.05  ATIS- 124.9

ILS (18L)- 109.7  ILS (18R)- 111.1
ILS (36R)- 110.3

CONTACT: (918) 838-5000

Richard L. Jones, Jr. - RVS
ELEVATION: 638’
RUNWAYS: 01L/19R- 5101’ Asph

01R/19L- 4207’ Asph
13/31- 2807’ Asph

RADIO: TWR- 120.3/119.2
GND- 121.7
ATIS- 126.5

Unicom- 122.95
CONTACT: (918) 299-5886

Come Fly with Us!
Tulsa Airport Authority

OAOA Member

AVIATION INSURANCE
GROUP, LTD.

5506 North Rockwell
Bethany, OK 73008

WHERE AVIATION IS NOT JUST A SIDELINE
COMPETITIVE RATES - WORLDWIDE
AIRCRAFT - PRIVATE - COMMERCIAL

MEXICAN INSURANCE - MARINE - FBOs - AGRIBIZ

CALL TOLL FREE
1-800-654-4215   1-800-825-2828

405-495-4230

CALL AVIATION INSURANCE GROUP, LTD BEFORE RENEWING YOUR AIRCRAFT INSURANCE

Stillwater Municipal Airport
Wash your own plane, your way, at Oklahoma’s only

covered commercial self-service aircraft wash.
Fly in & use our new State of the Art Equipment

High pressure sprayer and bubble brush
Will accommodate 52’ span, 16’ tail height
Bring your step stool, tow bar, and chamois.
$1.25 per cycle or $3.50 per token- 3 cycles.

Tokens avail at airport terminal or line service
Open dawn- dusk, April- November

Call 405-372-788 - Unicom 122.7 - VOR 108.4
Auto WX 135.725

Snake Creek Wilderness
Airpark Property Available

• Located on beautiful Tenkiller Lake
• Paved runway- 2800’ with 700’ overrun
• Beautiful restricted homesites with lake view
• Nicest airpark community in Central U.S.

www.tenkillerlake.com

Cookson, OK
For More Info & Directions, Call:

918-457-3458
918-260-7727

Volunteers flying people in
need.

To learn more about how you can
help someone in need, contact

Angel Flight.

www.angelflight.com
918-749-8992

Western Okie Soda Blasting
Dry Aircraft Paint Stripping

No Chemicals -
Environmentally Safe

Safe for Aluminum, Steel, Composites
Portable Rig-- We Come to You!
Art Rhoads, RR1 Box 25 Colony,

OK  73021    405-929-7337

Okie Derby 2001 Results
The 23rd Annual Okie Derby Pro-

ficiency Air Race, an Oklahoma Chap-
ter 99s event held for the purpose of
fun, flying and fundraising, was run on
August 18, 2001.

The event gives aviators a chance to
test their navigation, flight planning, and
pilotage skills.  The actual racecourse,
consisting of three legs, is announced only
during briefings the evening before the
race.  Prior to departure from Wiley Post
Airport, Oklahoma City, each race team
turns in estimates of time and fuel burn
for the race Along the racecourse, teams
must identifiy several checkpoints.

This year's race saw 32 entrants, who
came from all walks of life and from lo-
cations coast to coast, including Bill
Ingraham from Redlands, CA, copilot
Dianah Cumming from Florida, and co-
pilot Sherry LeMasters from Nebraska.
They all share in the unbridled joy of flight
and the fabulous camaraderie that devel-
ops within a group when something dif-
ficult is accomplished.  The combination
of teammates reflects the variety of par-
ticipation: husband/wife, wife/husband,
son/ father, father/son, daughter/mother,
women friends and men friends.

Weather for this year’s Friday brief-
ing provided some complications.  One
team turned back to Tulsa to await a
thunderstorm passing and two teams
waited in Shawnee.

Weather for the actual race on Sat-
urday was great.  Aircraft entered this
year ranged from a Cessna 150 flown
by Elaine Regier, to a Piper Twin
Comanche piloted by Amy McCue.
Collegiate teams from Spartan School
of Aeronautics, OU, and OSU were
among the entries.

The racecourse selected for this year
took entrants from Wiley Post Airport to
Seiling to Carnegie and back to Wiley Post,
a total of 217 varied and interesting miles.

Racers are scored on a combina-

tion of:
•Identifying checkpoints
•Matching predicted time (to the sec-

ond)
•Matching predicted fuel used (to the

tenth of a gallon)
This year's race was exceptionally

exciting, with only seconds separating
first, second, & third place times.  The
first, second and third place winners
also tied in fuel burn by estimating their
fuel perfectly.

This years winners and their scores
are:

1st: Phyllis & Bob Howard- 99.94
2nd: Gary Tears & Eric Pidek- 99.93
3rd: Mary Nethercutt & Ralph

Canaday- 99.90
4th: John Fagan & Rick Pendergraph-

99.03
5th: Gary & Brian Rowland- 98.79
6th: Christa Waehler & Jay Dee

Collins- 98.52
7th: Bill & David Hines- 98.40
8th: Bryan Cisneros & Brian Halseth-

98.39
Other awards included:

• Phyllis Howard- Best OPA Pilot and
Best 99 Pilot
• Gary Rowland- Best First Time Racer
• Tommy George- Best Out of State
Racer
• Randy Pickle- Racer With the Least
Hours.
• Bryan Cisneros and Brian Halseth
from Spartan School of Aeronautics-
Best Collegiate Team.
• And, last but not least, the coveted
“Tail End Tony” award for the last place
finisher went to Larry Clymer and Ri-
chard Shaver, flying a Cessna 172.

The theme for this year was “Rock-
n-Roll” and many 99s showed up wear-
ing full-circle felt poodle skirts for a
colorful touch.

We're already gearing up for the
24th Annual Okie Derby and hope to
see you all there!

by Phylis Hensley

Brian Halseth and Bryan Cisneros
from Spartan School of Aeronautics,
the Best Collegiate Team.

Phyllis and Bob Howard, 1st Place
Winners, the only repeat winners in
the history of the event.
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Full-Service FBO- Ada Municipal Airport (ADH)
Named Oklahoma Airport of the Year

6203-Ft Runway  -  AWOS
PH: 580-310-6062    FAX: 580-421-7721

• Phillips 66 Jet-A & 100LL Premium Fuels
• Hangars Available
• 24-Hr Call Out
• Aircraft Detailing
• Rental Cars
• Courtesy Car
• WSI & DTN Weather

• All Brands of Oil
• Maintenance
• All Major Credit Cards
• Pilots Lounge
• Catering
• Conference Room
• Aircraft Rental

Don’t forget Oklahoma’s Best Bar-B-Q minutes from the airport!

Complimentary Gourmet Chocolate Airplane for All Our Customers

Bob Richardson Gets Famous!
[Editors Note: Our own Mr. Rob-

ert E. Richardson, retired FAA em-
ployee, long-time aviator, and frequent
contributor to the Oklahoma Aviator,
was immortalized on real paper in the
offical 2001 AirVenture EAA program.
Bob’s article entitled “Oshkosh in Your
Blood,” which originally appeared in
these pages, was reprinted as a full
color page in the AirVenture program,
including a picture of Bob and some

good words about the Oklahoma Avia-
tor.

Incidentally, the “Manny” to
whom Bob refers was in fact the late
Manuel Lotero, a long-time fixture on
the Tulsa aviation scene.  At Oshkosh,
Manuel could always be found with his
store of precious and not-so-precious
used airplane parts in the Fly Market.

The AirVenture program page is re-
printed below.  Congratulations, Bob!]

A Proud Sponsor
of The Oklahoma Aviator

AIRCRAFT FOR SALE
!79 Cessna  152, $19,500, 7828
TT, same owner for last 14 years
!80 Mooney  231, $114,900, 1820
TT, 323 SFRM, recent paint, radar,
hot prop, recent annual, NDH

www.airtulsa.com
918-834-0874

“Amelia Earhart” to Land at Muskogee’s Airshow Oklahoma
MUSKOGEE - In 1928, Amelia

Earhart completed a record-setting round-
trip flight across America, landing on grass
airstrips and small-town main streets in 23
cities along the way.  One of those cities
was Muskogee, OK, where she landed at
the historic Hatbox Field on the afternoon
of Wednesday, September 5, 1928.  Ap-
parently, her stop at Hatbox was unplanned,
and rumor had it that she was actually lost.

Since nobody knew she was com-
ing, only a few people on the airport wit-
nessed her arrival at Hatbox that after-
noon.  Weary of publicity, Earhart wel-
comed the opportunity to avoid the pub-
lic and the newspapermen who had come
to follow her every move.  The only
woman on hand at the airport was a lo-
cal resident, Mrs. John A. Hay.  Hearing

of Earhart's desire to avoid publicity, she
invited Earhart to spend the night at her
house, and the invitation was accepted.

However, by evening, the word had
spread.  Newspapermen located Earhart
and prevailed upon her for interviews.
The next day, Earhart took off once more
on the next leg of her journey, writing
Hatbox Field into the pages of history.

Now, fast-forwarding to the present,
Dr. Carlene Mendieta, a 47-year-old pe-
riodontist from Sonoma, CA is recreat-
ing Earhart's trip in a rare, fully-restored
1927 Avro Avian airplane-- the same air-
plane Earhart flew-- approximately
5,500 miles at an average speed of 82
mph, from New York to California and
back.  During the three-week trip,
Mendieta will land in the exact same 23

cities Earhart landed, touching down on
grass airstrips and even small-town main
streets where possible.  Mendieta will
also replicate Earhart's clothing, accom-
modations, and meals.

"Amelia Earhart is a powerful inspi-
ration for all of us-- not only for her ac-
complishments in aviation, but also for her
role in challenging popular notions of a
woman's place in society," said Mendieta.
"I'm thrilled to be tracing Amelia's flight
across America and along the way, shar-
ing the story of a remarkable woman who
deserves to be remembered for her life,
not just her disappearance."

Mendieta is an experienced taildragger
pilot who owns five vintage airplanes.  Just
like Earhart, Mendieta enjoys working on
her airplanes, doing much of her own air-
craft maintenance.  Mendieta enjoys fly-
ing out of uncontrolled grass airports in
California's Napa Valley.

Mendieta's landing in Muskogee is ex-
pected to occur on September 8.  Al-
though Hatbox Field is now officially
closed, special permission has been
granted for Mendieta to land there.  After
the "official" landing at Hatbox, Mendieta
will "recreate the recreation," landing at
Davis Field during Airshow Oklahoma.

Dr. Carlene Mendieta’s restored 1927 Avro Avian, the same airplane
Amelia Earhart flew on her 1928 cross-country U.S. trip.

Carlene Mendieta at the controls of
the her Avro Avian.
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PLACEHOLDER FOR AOPA
ADVERTORIAL.PDF

SPARKS AVIATION CENTER
TULSA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

HANGAR 23
918-835-2048

Unicom 122.95
24-Hour Service

New Home ofCourtesy Van
Rental Cars

Catering
Restaurant
Hangaring

Autopilots
Avionics

Instruments
Maintenance

Interiors

Phone: 918-836-6418 FAX: 918-832-0136

Jet A 100LL

A Message From Bob Jandebeur
PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE OF

OKLAHOMA’S GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORTS
Over the next few years, through the release of AIR-21 funds, Oklahoma's

airports will be in the unique historical position of finally being able to consider
improvements to prepare for the future.  At the same time, because of increasing
overburdening of the nation's air transportation system, Congress is becoming
more favorable to facilitating the use of the existing nationwide aviation infrastruc-
ture of over 5400 general aviation airports.

However, the picture is not all rosy-- as we have discussed before, anti-airport
forces are well-organized, active, and have been successful at closing or restricting
activities at airports around the country.

What this means is that we had better "get our ducks in a row" where our
airport needs are concerned.  We need to be able to state exactly what our needs
are, be able to rationally defend them, and be able to convince our local communi-
ties. A good place to start is the National Air Transportation Association's (NATA's)
recently-released Community Relations Toolkit.  The Toolkit resulted from an
extensive, nationwide study commissioned by NATA to find out how communities
really feel about their airports.  More than a few brochures containing general
platitudes, the Toolkit is a three-ring binder full of extremely practical information.

We at the Aeronautics Commission consider this of sufficient importance that
we are encouraging Oklahoma airports and their business tenants to join the NATA.
We have convinced NATA to reduce the $290 associate membership dues by
$100, with the focus on Regional Business Airports.  In addition, the OAC is
considering underwriting a portion of the remaining membership fee.   This idea
has the support of the National Association of State Aviation Organizations
(NASAO) and could become a model for other states to follow.

Before we can figure out where we want our airports to be in the future, we
need to know where they are now.  Therefore, the OAC also wants to implement
an in-depth statewide inventory of airport facilities, assets, capabilities, and current
limitations.  A recent FAA memorandum supports gathering this information and
the suggested program would cover the Commission's cost of doing so.

General aviation's future can be as bright as we want it to be-- all we have to
do is prepare for it.  Please feel free to email me about this or other topics at
bob@jandebeur.com

AIRCRAFT SERVICEAIRCRAFT SERVICEAIRCRAFT SERVICEAIRCRAFT SERVICEAIRCRAFT SERVICE
COMPCOMPCOMPCOMPCOMPANYANYANYANYANY

  Single &
  Multi-Engine
Training & Rental

437-2787437-2787437-2787437-2787437-2787
Harvey Young Airport
1500 S. 135th E. Ave

FELKINS FELKINS FELKINS FELKINS FELKINS AIRAIRAIRAIRAIRCRAFTCRAFTCRAFTCRAFTCRAFT
FAA CRS WNKR918K

2860 N. Sheridan Rd
Tulsa, OK 74115

• Dynamic Propeller
Balancing

• Aircraft Weighing
• Mobile Service
• Group Rates

Established 1988
918-585-2002  918-834-0864
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Calendar of Events
For a free listing of your event, email us at ok_aviator@mindspring.com or call 918-496-9424.  To allow time for printing and publication, try to notify us at least two months prior to the event.
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BARRETT AIRCRAFT
MAINTENANCE, INC.

Gainesville Municipal Airport
Gainesville, TX

Maintenance and Repairs on Recip
& Turbine-Powered Aircraft

Pre-Buy Inspections, Annuals,
Prop Balancing

Call 1-940-668-2009

Speed Craft Interiors
Aircraft Upholstery

Gundy’s Airport
Owasso, OK

Call 918-272-9863
John & Jane Fisher Owner/Opr.

Be a better Pilot!  Sharpen skills,
broaden aviation knowledge and break
bad habits by training with Earl C.
Downs, ATP, CFII, A&P.  Antiques,
classics, modern aircraft.  Taildragger
training in 1946 Champ.  Flight re-
views, ground training.  EAA Flight
Advisor.  Thirty-eight years experience
in flight and ground training.

Be the best you can be!
Golden Age Aviation, Inc,

Cushing, OK.
918-225-7374 (Home & Office)

Email: earldowns@hotmail.com

Classified Advertisements
To place a plain-text classified ad, mail us the text along with a check- $0.35/word/month- $15/month minimum.  Call/email for custom ads rates with graphics- 918-496-9424, ok_aviator@mindspring.com

ULTRALIGHT AVIATION
Tulsa, OK

918-724-0821
randy@ultralightaviation.com
www.ultralightaviation.com

HANGAR FOR SALE
Seminole Municipal Airport (H45)

60 x 50 engineered steel building with
sliding folding doors- office with heat
& air, restroom and closet.  Contact

Jim Goff, days 918-486-8411 or
nights 918-279-1110

Kingfisher Municipal
Airport

24-Hour Unattended
Self-Service Fuel- 100LL/$1.99

Amex, VISA, Mastercard, Discover

Located 1 mile West of
Kingfisher on Airport Rd

Tel: 405-375-3705
Fax: 405-375-3630

Flight Instruction
Chad Nail, CFII

Northeast Oklahoma Area

918-782-9696
918-230-6245 (cell)

CLAREMORE AIRCRAFT
SERVICE

Full-Service Aircraft Maintenance
Claremore Regional Airport

Maintenance and Repairs on Recip
and Turbine-Powered Aircraft

Full-Service Fixed-Gear Annuals
$440.00

Factory PT6 Training
Factory Socata Training
Factory Cessna Training

Call 1-918-343-6174

Cleveland Municipal Airport,
Cleveland, OK, currently has large
hangar available for FBO.  Please

call 918-865-8075.

FOR SALE
AVGAS FOR $1.90 A GALLON

(subject to change)

Available Self Service Only
24 Hours a Day at

GOLDSBY’S DAVID J. PERRY
AIRPORT

New Identifier 1K4 (Prev. OK-14)

Phillips, Master Card, VISA,
Discover, Diners Club

International, Carte Blanche, and
American Express cards

are accepted.
We also have open T-hangars

for rent.
Call Vergie @ 405-288-6675.

AIRPORT HOMES
TENKILLER AIRPARK

COOKSON, OK
Four airport homes available--
three on the runway, one off-
runway with lake view.  Price
range $118,000 to $209,000

Also available: two 1.5-acre off-
runway hangar lots

Century 21 Wright Real Estate
Call Ed McGee or Mark Anderson

Office:918-457-3111  800-364-1016
Home:918-457-3448  918-457-3191

Email:lake@century21wright

AeroSpecs for confidential NAAA
Certified Aircraft Appraisals. Visual in-
spection, logbooks and record re-
search. Written report with detail in-
formation.  Approved by banks, FDIC,
and many government organizations.
Less expensive alternative, none certi-
fied. Market Analysis Report available.
Contact Lee Compton (918)342-0820.
w w w . a e r o s p e c s . c o m
lee@aerospecs.com

FAA-Certified Repair, Overhaul,
And Dynamic Balancing

Over 20 Years Experience
Dynamic balancing half-price with

overhaul or major repair.

Remember!
If it shakes don’t delay!

Call Dr. Dan Today!
in Owasso, OK

Phone# (918) 272-3567
FAX# (918) 272-7664

email: PropDoc@aol.com

LOT AT GUNDY'S AIRPORT
1.25 acre "airplane home" building
lot in Owasso, OK.  $60,000.

Sallie Coltharp, (RE/MAX),
918-274-1600 -  918-272-7255

OPEN T-HANGARS NOW
AVAILABLE- $60/MONTH

Gundy’s Airport
3-1/2 mi E. of Hwy 169 on 76th St. N

 Owasso, OK 74055
918-272-1523

www.randywieden.com/gundy

FAA Medical Certificates
John C. Jackson, D.O.

410 Cherokee, Wagoner, OK 74467
Office: 918-485-5591
FAX: 918-485-8455

Wagoner Community Hospital:
918-485-5514

email: formula@ionet.net

CONDO FOR RENT
Dillon, Colorado

Sleeps four.  Overlooks beautiful Lake
Dillon, with mountains in background.
Free shuttle to Copper Mountain,
Keystone, Arapaho Basin (3 miles) and
to Breckenridge and Loveland (9 miles).
Summer: 7 nights- $300.  Winter: 7
nights- $520.  Jerry and Kay Hoover,
918-627-7292 (Tulsa) or 719-395-3138
(Dillon).

Lloyd Stelljes

Steel Clear Span Buildings
Construction Management

8501 Highway 271 South, Suite C
Fort Smith, Arkansas 72908

Phone 501-646-0747   FAX 501-649-3435
Toll Free 888-572-3322

               (888-LSB-3322)

Mini Storage Buildings- Aircraft Hangars

PILOTS
To buy or sell your airport home,
call the aviation home specialist:

Sallie Coltharp, (RE/MAX),
918-274-1600 -  918-272-7255

1945 Stinson L-5G
Ambulance model, 680 TT,  0-435-
11 Lycoming 0 SMOH, fresh
ground-up restoration, Poly-Fiber
fabric, orginal military paint and
markings, stretcher, extra disas-
sembled engine.  Flies and looks
great!  $39,500.  Jim Haywood,
Tenkiller Airpark, 918-4574568.
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Southwest Aviation Specialties, LLC
AVIONICS INSTALLATION &

REPAIR
Our highly-qualified team delivers
unsurpassed avionics installations,
troubleshooting, and repair.   SWAS has
the experience to install and maintain your
avionics systems.

Avionics Installation
• GPS
• Autopilots
• TCAS
• GPWS
• AFIS
• Flight Management

Systems
• Digital Phone/Fax
• Multi-Media

Entertainment Systems

Authorized Lab
Component Repair
• VHF/COMM
• Weather Radar
• NAV Systems
• Audio Systems

Authorized Dealer for:
• Garmin
• BF Goorich
• S-Tec
• Trimble
• II Morrow
• Northstar
• Ryan
• Insight
• Sandel, and many more!

Repair and Service
• Allied Signal
• Honeywell
• Garmin
• Arc/SigmaTee
• 24-Hr Tech Assistance

and AOG Support

Precision Aircraft Maintenance - Mil-Spec 1594 Aircraft Welding - Custom Aircraft Interiors -  24-Hr/7-Day  On-Call Service

Riverside/Jones Airport, 200 Learjet Lane, Tulsa, OK  74132
Phone: 918-298-4044      FAX: 918-298-6930

www.swaviation.net

HalvHalvHalvHalvHalverererererson Manason Manason Manason Manason Managggggement,ement,ement,ement,ement, Inc Inc Inc Inc Inc.....
Ada Municipal Airport (ADH)

Named Oklahoma Airport of the Year
6203-Ft Runway  -  AWOS

PH: 580-332-1950  FAX: 580-421-7721

!!!!!MAINTENANCE
• All recip and turbine aircraft
• Pre-purchase evaluations
• Annuals, 100-hours, and phase inspections
• Airframe repairs and mods
• Engines- anything from oil change to overhaul
• Computerized maintenance tracking

!!!!!AIRCRAFT MANAGEMENT
• All recip and turbine aircraft
• Let us be the caretaker of your aircraft!

!!!!!AIRCRAFT SALES
• Single- and multi-engine turbines & jets
• We will buy or broker your aircraft

!!!!!AIRCRAFT RENTAL
• Cessna 172, IFR, like new, with leather

!!!!! FLIGHT TRAINING
• Full Program- Private through Multi-Engine

!!!!!AIRCRAFT DETAILING
• Interior and exterior- make your bird shine like new!

!!!!! FULL-SERVICE FBO
• See our ad for Performance Aircraft Services

Central Oklahoma’s Maintenance Headquarters Since 1995

NOW AVAILABLE!
TWO BEAUTIFUL LOTS ON

TENKILLER AIRPARK

FOR DETAILS,
CALL 918-496-9424

OR 918-527-0429

LOT 5 BLOCK 2
• Choice Runway

Location
• 150-Foot Frontage
• 206-Foot Depth
• Approx .7 Acres
• Price: $31,000

LOT 4 BLOCK 4
• 289-Foot Frontage
• 359-Foot Depth
• Approx. 1.5 Acres
• Price: $14,000

MAKE OFFER--

WE NEED TO SELL!


